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FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND CONSUMER SERVICES 

BOARD OF PROFESSIONAL SURVEYORS AND MAPPERS 

CONTINUING EDUCATION COURSE SUMMARY AND AFFIRMATION 
 

Provider Name:   Land Pro Seminars                          Provider Number:   CE53 
Course Title:  Florida Standards of Practice for Surveyors and Mappers  
Course Description: 

Florida Standards of Practice for Surveyors and Mappers is a correspondence continuing education course 

presented by Land Pro Seminars (Florida CE provider #CE-53). The course provides a detailed overview of Florida’s 

current Standards of Practice rules for professional surveyors and mappers, as codified in Florida Administrative 

Code (F.A.C.) sections 5J-17.050, 5J-17.051, 5J-17.052, and 5J-17.053. Instructor David Melvin, PLS, offers 

annotated commentary and analysis alongside the full text of these rules to help licensees interpret recent changes 

and understand their professional responsibilities. The course is designed to ensure that Florida-licensed surveyors 

and mappers are knowledgeable about the definitions, general survey/map/report content requirements, 

boundary survey standards, and professional/ethical obligations set by the Board. By studying this material, 

practitioners will be better prepared to apply the standards in their daily work and to produce surveying 

deliverables that meet or exceed the minimum requirements in accuracy, completeness, quality, and integrity. 

 

Course Summary 

Format Correspondence (self-paced PDF-based learning) 

Credit Hours 6 Hr. Florida Con. Ed. Cr. (50 min. / hour) 

Final Assessment 50-question exam (70% Grade Required) 
 

Course Learning Objectives: 
Upon completion of this course, the participant has instructions in: 
 

• Identify key definitions (boundary survey, work product, benchmark, etc.) and explain their significance. 

• Summarize the general survey, map, and report content requirements (accuracy, datum references, 

documentation, communication). 

• Explain the specific standards of practice for boundary surveys, including research, monumentation, 

documentation of discrepancies, and water boundaries. 

• Outline the professional practice rules (conflicts of interest, fair dealing, confidentiality, use of others’ work, 

record retention, signing and sealing). 

• Apply Florida’s Standards of Practice to practical scenarios and recognize compliance/ethical issues. 

• Use provided checklists to evaluate survey maps/reports for compliance with the Standards of Practice. 

 
 

I hereby affirm that this course utilizes Chapter 5J-17, F.A.C. in its most recent version, and that all 

attendance records for this course are kept for a minimum of four years after completion and are 

subject to inspection by the Board of Professional Surveyors and Mappers, its designee, the Florida 

Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (department), or the department’s designee. 
 

 ______________________________________________________________   
Signature of Provider  (David Melvin DBA Land Pro Seminars) 
 

Date:  __01/13/2026___ 
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Copyright and Permitted Use 

© 2026 Land Pro Seminars. All rights reserved. 

 

This course manual was prepared for use in the continuing education course Florida 
Standards of Practice for Surveyors and Mappers and is intended to support individual 
learning and professional development. 

 

The instructional commentary, explanations, summaries, course structure, formatting, and 
examination materials contained in this manual are original works created by Land Pro 
Seminars and are protected by United States copyright law. 

 

The verbatim text of Chapter 5J-17, Florida Administrative Code, and other cited statutes or 
administrative rules are public-domain materials and are included for reference and 
educational purposes only. Copyright protection is claimed for the original instructional 
content and for the selection, organization, and presentation of the public-domain material 
within this manual. 

 

This manual is provided for the personal use of the enrolled student. It may not be copied, 
shared, posted online, distributed to others, or used to create derivative instructional 
materials without the prior written permission of Land Pro Seminars. Use of this material is 
limited to individual study in connection with the associated continuing education course. 

 

If you have questions about permitted use of this material or would like permission for 
other uses, please contact Land Pro Seminars. 
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Course Disclaimer 

This course and accompanying manual are provided for continuing education and 
general informational purposes only. The material is intended to present an overview of 
Chapter 5J-17, Florida Administrative Code, as written, and to assist licensees in becoming 
more familiar with the structure and content of the rules governing the practice of surveying 
and mapping in Florida. 

The instructor commentary included in this manual is designed to restate and summarize 
the language of the rules in plain terms. It does not constitute legal advice, professional 
consulting services, or an official interpretation of any statute or rule. Licensees are 
responsible forcomplying with all applicable laws and rules as adopted by the State of 
Florida, regardless of the content of this course. 

Nothing in this course should be relied upon as a substitute for the text of the Florida 
Statutes, the Florida Administrative Code, formal legal counsel, or official guidance issued 
by the Board of Professional Surveyors and Mappers or the Florida Department of 
Agriculture and Consumer Services. In the event of any conflict between the instructional 
material and the official rule language, the officially adopted statutes and rules shall 
control. 

Completion of this course does not guarantee compliance with all regulatory 
requirements, nor does it replace the need for professional judgment or additional 
education on specific technical or legal issues. Licensees are encouraged to consult the 
applicable statutes, administrative rules, and professional advisors when questions arise. 
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About the 
Instructor 

David A. Melvin, PLS, is a Florida professional surveyor and mapper with more than four 

decades of experience in land surveying and land development. A 1981 graduate of the 

University of Florida’s Land Surveying program, he has held Florida Surveyor and Mapper 

License No. 4033 since the early 1980s. Mr. Melvin’s background spans boundary surveys, 

subdivision plats, topographic surveys, flood elevation certificates, and wetland delineation, as 

well as consulting on land development, zoning, and floodplain management. 

Mr. Melvin’s work has always emphasized compliance with Florida’s regulatory standards, 

including the professional conduct and survey practice requirements set out in Chapter 5J-17 of 

the Florida Administrative Code. His extensive experience supervising survey crews and 

managing survey departments has given him first-hand insight into applying these standards in 

real-world scenarios. Since ending private practice in 2016, he has focused exclusively on 

education and professional development for surveyors. 

As the owner and principal instructor of Land Pro Seminars since 2003—an education provider 

approved by the Florida Board of Professional Surveyors and Mappers—Mr. Melvin has 

developed and presented hundreds of continuing education courses. Many of these courses 

address Florida’s surveying regulations and standards of practice, helping surveyors understand 

the requirements of Chapter 5J-17 and related statutes. His courses also cover topics such as 

FEMA Elevation Certificates, floodplain management, and state and federal wetland delineation 

methods, providing surveyors with practical guidance on how environmental regulations 

intersect with their professional responsibilities. 

Through his seminars and correspondence courses, Mr. Melvin has taught surveyors, engineers, 

floodplain managers, and regulatory officials throughout Florida and the southeastern United 

States. His instruction is known for emphasizing practical application, technical accuracy, and a 

clear distinction between surveying responsibilities and regulatory decision-making. This course 

on Chapter 5J-17 F.A.C. reflects his long-standing commitment to ensuring that Florida 

surveyors understand and apply the rules that govern their profession. 
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Continuing Education Audit Justification Memorandum 

Course Title: Florida Standards of Practice for Surveyors and Mappers 

Provider: Land Pro Seminars 

Course Format: Correspondence / Self‑Study (PDF‑based instruction with written 
examination) 

Total Continuing Education Credit Hours: 6.0 CE Hours (300 minutes total instructional 
time) 

Governing Rule: Chapter 5J‑17, Florida Administrative Code 

Purpose of This Memorandum 

This memorandum documents and justifies the continuing education credit hours awarded 
for the above‑referenced course and demonstrates compliance with the applicable 
provisions of Chapter 5J‑17, F.A.C., including correspondence study requirements and 
instructional time. 

Course Content Description 

This correspondence course provides a detailed, annotated overview of Florida’s current 
Standards of Practice rules for surveyors and mappers (F.A.C. §5J‑17.050 through 
§5J‑17.053). The instructional PDF includes: 

• Full rule text with instructor commentary. The course presents the verbatim 
language of the Standards of Practice accompanied by plain‑language commentary 
that restates and summarizes each provision. 

• Explanations of definitions and requirements. Participants learn key definitions, 
general survey/map/report content requirements, boundary survey standards, and 
professional practice rules, including ethics, conflicts of interest, record retention, 
signing and sealing. 

• Practical examples and checklists. The course offers practical insights, annotated 
examples, and compliance checklists to help licensees interpret recent changes and 
apply the rules in real‑world situations. 

• Regulatory emphasis. The focus is on compliance awareness and understanding 
professional responsibilities rather than providing legal advice or detailed technical 
surveying instruction. 
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Instructional Time Determination 

Instructional time was calculated using the average completion time method required for 
correspondence study courses. 

Instructional Components 
1. Course Reading and Study (PDF content) 

Participants review comprehensive regulatory material and instructor commentary. 
Estimated average completion time: 240 minutes (4.0 hours). 

2. Written Examination 
A 50‑question multiple‑choice examination covering all major course sections 
assesses comprehension and application of the Standards of Practice. The exam is 
designed to test knowledge and understanding, not interpretation or judgment. A 
minimum passing score of 70 % is required. Estimated average completion time: 60 
minutes (1.0 hour). 

Total Instructional Time 

• 300 total minutes 

• 6.0 CE hours, calculated at 50 minutes per credit hour. 

This calculation complies with Rule 5J‑17.044, which permits one CE credit per hour of 
correspondence study based on average completion time and requires a written 
examination with a passing score of at least 70 %. 

Examination Description and Validation 

The course examination consists of 50 multiple‑choice questions drawn directly from the 
instructional material. Each question aligns with the current Standards of Practice rules; 
correct answers are supported by specific rule citations. An instructor answer key is 
maintained separately. If a participant does not achieve a 70 % passing score, retakes are 
available solely for the purpose of obtaining a passing grade. Each retake uses a different 
version of the exam to maintain integrity and reinforce learning. 
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Educational Level Alignment 

The course and examination primarily address: 

• Understanding – recognizing definitions, requirements, procedures, and ethical 
obligations contained in the rules. 

• Applying – selecting correct compliance actions and identifying appropriate 
practices based on the rules. 

This alignment is appropriate for self‑paced continuing education and regulatory overview 
courses. 

Standards of Practice Coverage 

The instructional material covers and distinguishes the following Standards of Practice 
sections: 

• 5J‑17.050 – Definitions and general provisions. 

• 5J‑17.051 – General survey, map, and report content requirements. 

• 5J‑17.052 – Boundary survey standards, including research, monumentation, 
documentation of discrepancies, and water boundaries. 

• 5J‑17.053 – Professional practice and ethical rules (responsible charge, conflicts of 
interest, fair dealing, confidentiality, use of others’ work, record retention, signing 
and sealing). 

These sections are clearly identified within the course. The course provides an overview of 
these sections and explicitly notes that surveyors may need further, in‑depth education for 
certain topics. 

Regulatory Audit Readiness 

Land Pro Seminars maintains the following records for regulatory audit purposes: 

• Course instructional PDF and commentary. 

• Examination question bank and answer key with rule citations. 

• Documentation supporting the CE credit hour calculation. 

• Certificates of completion compliant with Rule 5J‑17.044. 
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Conclusion 

Based on the scope of the instructional material, the examination content, and the 
documented average completion time, Florida Standards of Practice for Surveyors and 
Mappers appropriately qualifies for 6.0 continuing education credit hours under 
Chapter 5J‑17, F.A.C. The course meets all applicable correspondence study requirements 
and provides meaningful regulatory education for licensed Florida surveyors and mappers. 
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Florida’s Standards of Practice for land surveyors and mappers have been in place for decades. 

The State first adopted what were then called Minimum Technical Standards in 1981 under the 

authority of Chapter 472, Florida Statutes. Since that time, both the name and the content of 

these rules have changed as surveying technology, methods, and professional expectations have 

evolved. Today, these rules are known as the Standards of Practice. 

Earlier versions of Florida’s standards were highly prescriptive. They often told surveyors 

exactly how to perform certain tasks and how survey results should be shown on maps and plats. 

Much of the focus was on “what to show” and “how to show it.” While that approach provided 

clear direction, it left less room for professional judgment and did not always reflect the wide 

range of surveying methods and technologies now in use. 

The current Standards of Practice take a different approach. Rather than serving as a step-by-step 

instruction manual, the rules now focus on principles, responsibilities, and outcomes. Surveyors 

are expected to select appropriate methods, understand the basis of their work, and apply sound 

professional judgment. Compliance with the standards is no longer about following a checklist—

it is about being able to explain and defend the work you perform. 

As with many professional rules, the Standards of Practice can be challenging to interpret. Some 

terms are broad, and not every situation is addressed directly. These challenges are made greater 

by the fact that the current standards differ significantly from earlier versions and that some 

concepts are relatively new. Surveyors must often develop reasonable, defensible interpretations 

of the rules in order to apply them in practice. 

Sections 5J-17.051, 5J-17.052, and 5J-17.053 of the Florida Administrative Code together form 

the Standards of Practice for Surveyors and Mappers. This course walks through each of these 

sections and discusses what they mean in practical terms. Throughout the course, you will find 

instructor commentary, observations, and examples intended to help you think about how the 

rules may apply in real-world surveying situations. These comments represent the instructor’s 

professional opinions and are offered for educational purposes. They are not official 

interpretations, and reasonable professionals may disagree. Ultimately, each licensee is 

responsible for their own compliance with the rules. 

To make the material easier to follow, the course clearly separates the rule text from the 

instructor’s commentary. The verbatim language of the Standards of Practice is shown in shaded 

text boxes using Courier New font. Instructor explanations and guidance appear in Times New 

Roman text following each rule section. This format is intended to help you clearly see what the 

rule says and how it might be applied. 

This course is not designed to teach you how to perform specific surveying tasks step by step. 

Instead, it focuses on understanding the Standards of Practice, the responsibilities they place on 

Course Introduction 
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licensees, and the professional judgment required to meet them. Surveyors seeking detailed 

technical instruction are encouraged to explore additional courses offered by Land Pro Seminars. 

Maintaining compliance with Florida’s Standards of Practice has always depended on knowing 

what you are doing and being able to explain why you did it. This course is intended to support 

that understanding and help you apply the standards thoughtfully and confidently in your 

professional practice. 

How to Use This Course 

This course is intended to be completed as a self-paced, correspondence-style study. Begin by 

carefully reading the introductory material, then proceed through each instructional section in 

order. Each section presents the official rule language from the Florida Standards of Practice 

followed by instructor commentary intended to help explain the rule and its practical application. 

As you study the course, pay close attention to the distinction between the rule text and the 

instructor’s comments. The rule text represents the legally adopted Standards of Practice. The 

commentary is provided to help you think about how the rules may apply in day-to-day 

surveying practice and to highlight common issues or areas of confusion. 

You are encouraged to read the official published rules directly from the Florida Administrative 

Code before and during your study of this course. Comparing the rule language with the 

instructional commentary can help reinforce your understanding and support thoughtful 

interpretation. 

After completing the instructional sections, review the material as needed before taking the 

course examination. The exam is designed to test your understanding of the Standards of Practice 

and the concepts discussed in the course—not your ability to memorize isolated phrases. 

If questions arise while you are studying, take note of them and review the relevant sections 

again. If clarification is still needed, you may contact the instructor using the information 

provided in the course materials. 

Take your time, study carefully, and approach the material with the goal of understanding how 

the Standards of Practice guide professional responsibility and judgment in Florida surveying 

practice. 
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5J-17.051 FAC

5J-17.051 F.A.C. deals with general Survey, map, and report content requirements:

1.  Accuracy Requirements
 Vertical Accuracy
 Horizontal Accuracy

2.  Completeness Requirements
 Datum Requirements
 Measurement and Computational Records Requirements
 Map and Report Content Requirements

3.  Quality Requirements

The idea of having some rules that pertain to all types of surveys has been around for a long time,
nothing new here, except the use of the term “work product.”

5J-17.051 General Survey, Map, and Report Content
Requirements.

The following rules shall apply to all work products
regardless of the method of data acquisition:

I believe section 5J-17.051 establishes the applicability of this section to all types of surveys.
Practicing surveyors will immediately notice some significant differences in the currentlyeffective
 standards of practice when compared to earlier versions of surveying standards ofpractice 
(S.O.P.) or minimum technical standards (M.T.S.).  The first notable difference is thebrevity of 
the section.  The sheer number of words used in expressing the rules, when compared tosimilar 
parts in previous versions of S.O.P. and M.T.S., are much fewer.  Secondly, is the lack ofspecific 
regulations which address survey types other than boundary surveys (see definition of  a boundary 
survey in section 5J-17.050 F.A.C).  Before 2015 the standards contained several survey types 
with specific rules for each.

5J-17.050(13) Definitions
Work Product: the drawings, plans, specifications,
plats, reports, and all related calculations and
field notes, either hard copy or digital, of the
professional surveyor and mapper in responsible
charge or made under his/her supervision.

Intro
17.051 General Survey, Maps, and Report Content Requirements

duction
5J-
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This rule is saying something that all written standards of practice and minimum technical
standards everywhere say.  If the law didn’t say this, the jurisdictional bodies would be saying, we
think these are good things to do, but you can do what you feel is best.  Jurisdictional bodies want a
bit more control than that.

The rule is a bit confusing, ending in a colon, one is expecting a listing of accuracy, completeness,
and quality standards which must be met.  The listing does not seem to appear.  Even though the
punctuation and composition are a little unusual, the intent of the rule is clear.  The intention is
standards must be met.

We’ve seen this rule in previous versions of Florida’s Surveying Standards, but there is some new
wording now.

The rule is an important one.  It establishes that the accuracy levels for all survey measurements are
not the same.  The use of the survey will dictate the accuracy required.  The surveyor should
develop a premise based on his own beliefs regarding the purpose or expected use of the survey.
An interaction between the surveyor and the expected user of the survey is therefore essential.
Once the appropriate accuracy level is determined, the surveyor should place information regarding
the process in the survey’s documentation for future reference and the survey deliverables to avoid
misuse of the survey product.

The second sentence in the rule makes a statement about the accuracy of data used in doing a
survey.  In my opinion, this means survey data should be correct.  I agree the meaning of
"independently verified" is certainly debatable.  Independent verification is an interpretation issue.
Probably the strictest interpretation would be that the data should be checked using different
measurements than those used to create the data.  In other words, each bit of data should be able to
be established in at least two ways, using different measurements.  Do you have a different
interpretation?  What do you think the term “independently verified” means?

5J-17.051(1)  Surveyors and mappers must achieve the
following standards of accuracy, completeness, and
quality:

5J-17.051(2) The accuracy of the survey
measurements shall be premised upon the type of
survey and the expected use of the survey and map.
The accuracy of data shall be independently
verified.
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This part of the rule is telling the surveyor to place a note on the surveying and mapping product
which states the vertical datum used in doing the survey and describes the vertical control used in
doing the survey.  The surveyor should create documentation supporting the data by specifying the
vertical accuracy and the methodology used to determine the accuracy.  What is required for
compliance? Does the rule need documentation shown on the client’s deliverable?  The strictest
interpretation of this issue would dictate an answer of “yes.”  In my opinion, this information
should be in the surveyor’s report to the client if it is needed for adequate communication of the
survey’s results, otherwise, at the very least placed in the file for future reference.

This part of the rule is telling the surveyor to place a note on the surveying and mapping product
which states the horizontal datum used in doing the survey and describes the horizontal control
used in doing the survey.  The surveyor should document his decisions regarding the horizontal
accuracy and explain the methodology used in achieving the desired accuracy.  This information
should be in the surveyor’s report or at least placed in the file for future reference.

5J-17.051(2)(a) Vertical Accuracy:
All surveying and mapping products with elevation
data shall state the datum and a description of the
control upon which the surveying and mapping
products are based. The data shall be supported with
documentation describing the vertical accuracy and
the methodology used to determine accuracy.
Elevation data may be obtained on an assumed datum
provided the base elevation of the assumed datum is
obviously different than a publicly published datum
and clearly noted.

5J-17.051(2)(b)  Horizontal Accuracy:
All surveying and mapping products expressing or
displaying mapped features shall state the datum and
a detailed description of the control upon which the
surveying and mapping products are based. The data
shall be supported with documentation describing the
horizontal accuracy and the methodology used to
determine accuracy.  Mapped features may be obtained
on an assumed datum provided the numerical basis of
the datum is obviously different than a publicly
published datum.
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What does, “…the survey may be independently reproduced and verified," mean?

I believe the rule is telling us when an assumed datum is used to collect data for a survey there
should be enough, well established and, identifiable control points shown on the survey to
reestablish or to check the position of any other point or feature shown on the survey map.  In some
situations, a surveyor’s note is appropriate explaining the level of accuracy intended and the
methods to be used for the reproduction or verification of the survey, or of a certain survey
features.

For example, the surveyor may wish to note that the locations of trees shown on the survey are to
be determined by scaling.  A note may be appropriate concerning the locations of trees shown on
the survey, such as:  “Locations for trees should be scaled on this map as reproduced on a stable-
based material using a scale of 1 inch equals 60 feet.  This method will provide an approximate
level of accuracy of one and one-half feet (plus or minus) to the center of the tree at 4.5 feet above
the ground level unless noted otherwise.”

Photo Credit:  NASA / Kate Ramsayer

5J-17.051(2)(c)  Assumed datum:
If data is collected on an assumed datum, then
adequate control points shall be established and
communicated in the surveying and mapping product in
order that the survey may be independently
reproduced and verified.
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The concept of this rule is the same as in previous versions of S.O.P., but new definitions add
specificity.

Always date measurement records with the date of (data) acquisition.  The rule says the date of
acquisition should be placed on computation records also.  The state requires the dating of
measurements records with the date of data acquisition and also the dating of computation records.
In my opinion, computational records should the computation date and also the date of acquisition
of the data used in making the computational record.

The rule also says the measurement and computational record must be sufficient. I believe that
means complete enough to support, substantiate, and validate the survey product.

5J-17.051(2)(d)  Measurement and computation records
shall be dated as of the date of acquisition and
must contain sufficient data to substantiate the
surveying and  mapping products.

5J-17.050(3) Definition -Computation records: Calculations and/or
numerical values that are derived from measurements. These records include
coordinate geometry data, coordinate list, computer aided drafting files,
horizontal and vertical traverse closure, and adjustment computations.
(Definition new to this version of S.O.P.)

5J-17.050(8) Definition - Measurement records: Sufficient data that can be
used to reconstruct the measurements, including but not limited to angles and
distances to determine locations of fixed improvements, property corners and
other points on a survey. These records include field notes, angle and distance
measurements and raw data files. (Definition new to this version of S.O.P.)

5J-17.050(5) Definition - Corner: a point on a land boundary that designates a
change in direction, for example: points of curvature, points of tangency,
points of compound curvature and so forth. (Definition same as previous
version of S.O.P.)

Compliance Tip:

A thorough, well organized, survey file goes a
long way toward defending a well done survey.
On the other hand, the lack of such a file or if
the file is sloppily done can certainly hang you,
figuratively speaking of course.  A bad survey
is not a capital offense … yet.
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In my opinion, this is the most important of all the rules.  The surveyor must strive to make the
survey understandable and complete enough to convey the appropriate information.  Surveyors
should always keep their clients and users of their surveys in mind when making surveys and make
them understandable and usable.  By educating your clients and making surveys understandable
surveyors can increase their credibility and raise the surveying profession.  Take this opportunity
seriously and use it to your advantage.

Previous versions of these rules have held this concept but were seldom used in making official
charges against a licensee.  I believe this may change.  In the past, many cookbook rules were
available to charge licensees.  Many of those rules are gone.  Most of the violations involved with
the old cookbook rules caused poor communication of the survey results. Therefore I believe Rule
5J-17.051(3)(a) will be used more.

An example of the described situation is shown here using a rule previously found in Florida’s
S.O.P. rules:

When the surveyor and mapper prepare as-built maps, they will show by symbols, notations, or
delineations, those constructed improvements located by the survey. (previous version of S.O.P)

This rule addressed adequate communication of elements of an as-built survey map.  Licensees
doing as-built surveys are well advised to continue to follow this old rule.  The reason being, even
though this rule is no longer in the codified rules, the reasoning behind this rule is still applicable.
Inadequate communication of survey results is still a violation of the rules, through 5J-17.051(3)(a).

“Like apples of gold inlaid with silver is a word that is aptly spoken” (Proverbs 25:11)

“…for by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned.” (Matthew 12:37)

Using photographs in a survey report is a good way to convey valuable survey information.  Its true, a
picture is worth a thousand words.

5J-17.051(3) Surveys, Maps, and/or Survey Products
Content.

5J-17.051(3)(a) The licensee must adequately
communicate the survey results to the  public
through a map or report with an attached map.
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This rule requires the surveyor to make a statement on the survey product, which identifies the type
of survey the product represents or a note regarding the purpose of the survey or both. Many
misconceptions exist regarding information shown on different types of surveys.  Therefore in most
situations, I suggest the surveyor should avoid making a statement about the type of survey and
instead make a statement regarding the purpose of the survey.

An example of a situation that may occur;  The surveyor makes a survey showing a few spot
elevations to facilitate an application for a FEMA Letter of Map Amendment and indicates on the
map the type of survey as “Topographic Survey.”  The client takes his topographic survey to an
engineer for the design of a parking lot on the property.  The engineer gives the client the bad news;
a topographic survey suitable for engineering design is needed.  This miscommunication will
represent an unexpected cost to the client.  Stating the purpose of the survey is better than
indicating only the type of survey.

5J-17.051(3)(c) rule requires surveyors show their contact information on all survey maps and
reports.  This rule is absolutely a good practice and not only that it also makes good business sense.
Clients, other surveyors, and the public need to be able to find surveyors and surveying companies
that have done surveys.  They need to be able to see the responsible parties so they may give them
the glory of a well-made survey, or to notify of a mistake or error.  Mistakes and errors are

5J-17.051(3)(b) Each survey map and report shall
state the type and/or purpose of the survey it
depicts.

5J-17.050(7) Definitions
Map of Survey (or Survey Map): a graphical or
digital depiction of the facts of size, shape,
identity, geodetic location, or legal location
determined by a survey. The term “Map of Survey”
(Survey Map) includes the terms: Sketch of Survey,
Plat of Survey, or other similar titles. “Map of
Survey” or “Survey Map” may also be referred to as
“a map” or “the map.”

5J-17.051(3)(c) All survey maps and reports must
bear the name, certificate of authorization number,
and street and mailing address of the business
entity issuing the map and report, along with the
name and license number of the surveyor and mapper
in responsible charge. The name, license number, and
street and mailing address of a surveyor and mapper
practicing independent of any business entity must
be shown on each survey map and report.
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inevitable; notification may come in time to mitigate the problem.  Correcting mistakes should be a
priority for surveyors.  Surveyors should always want to fix mistakes as soon as possible.

5J-17.051(3)(d) rule requires the surveyor to show on his survey map the last date of data
acquisition.  Data acquisition includes the collecting of any information, such as measurements,
visual observations, etc.  I suggest the signing surveyor would be wise to do a final walk through,
with the survey in hand.  The date of the final walk through could be used as the official last date of
data acquisition.  A final walk-through process may not be feasible for large survey projects.  For
large survey projects, several survey dates may be appropriate.  Each date would represent the last
date of data acquisition for phases of the project.

5J-17.051(3)(e) rule requires the surveyor to place on his survey maps and reports, with an
exception for electronic signature and seal, a note indicating that the survey map and report or the
copies thereof are not valid without the original signature and seal of a Florida licensed surveyor
and mapper.  I point out; this rule is different than the predecessors of this rule from years gone by.
This rule requires an original signature, that’s different.  Also, this rule does not require a metal-
type impression seal (embossed seal); it merely requires a seal, this is also different from the rules
of olden.  The rule does not prohibit the use of an embossed seal.  If an embossed seal is used, refer
to requirements in 5J-17.060 FAC.

5J-17.051(3)(d) All survey maps must reflect a
survey date, which is the last date of data
acquisition. When the graphics of a map are revised,
but the survey date stays the same, the map must
list dates for all revisions.

5J-17.051(3)(e) The survey map and report and the
copies of the survey map and report, except those
with electronic signature and electronic seal, must
contain a statement indicating that the survey map
and report or the copies thereof are not valid
without the original signature and seal of a Florida
licensed surveyor and mapper.

Surveyor’s Seal
(Printed)

Seal
(Stamp Type)

Seal
(Embossed / Raised Seal)
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This rule requires the surveyor to place on his survey products a listing of abbreviations used for
surveying matters.  The term “surveying matters” used in the rule can be confusing.  To avoid
confusion I suggest all abbreviations used should be listed, even those one would might think are
understandable because of common usage.

Such as:
 AC = Air Condition, or  AC = Acre

 NA = Not Applicable, or NA = Not Available

I hope you get my point.

This rule addresses a vast subject related to the mapping of survey data.  Regarding the last
sentence; certain defensible liberties are possible to one with a deep understanding of this surveying
issue.  Otherwise, the surveyor should view this rule with caution.  This rule has been with us for a
long time.  I have heard many arguments regarding this rule.  Most of the arguments are about the
last sentence, “In all cases, the bearings used shall be referenced to some well-established and
monumented line.”  Some believe a line established by setting monuments during the subject
survey does not meet the requirement of being a monumented line.  I think it’s silly, but I suppose a
cautious surveyor would only use a line established by found monuments.

5J-17.051(3)(f) Abbreviations related to surveying
matters shall be defined on the work product.

5J-17.051(3)(g) A reference to all bearings shown
on a survey map or report must be clearly stated,
i.e., whether to “True North”; “Grid North as
established by the NOS”; “Assumed North based on a
bearing for a well defined line, such as the center
line of a road or right of way, etc.”; “a Deed Call
for a particular line”; or “the bearing of a
particular line shown upon a plat.” References to
Magnetic North should be avoided except in the cases
where a comparison is necessitated by a Deed Call.
In all cases, the bearings used shall be referenced
to some well-established and monumented line.

5J-17.050(9) Definitions
Monument: an artificial or natural object that is
permanent or semipermanent and used or presumed to
occupy any real property corner, any point on a
boundary line, or any reference point or other point
to be used for horizontal or vertical control.
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5J-17.051(3)(i) rule requires, by a statement on any map or report, the disclosure of those
responsible for all mapped features.  The term “responsibility,” as used in the rule, in my opinion,
means legally responsibility.  I suppose it means who is responsible for financial damages.
Depending on the type of business; the signing surveyor may be responsible or perhaps the
surveying company, which the signing surveyor represents.

When the survey product combines mapped features surveyed by others, 5J-17.051(3)(i) rule
requires any such map or report clearly state the individual primarily responsible for the map or
report.  I believe the term “surveyed by others” means surveyed by other legal entities.  The rule
also requires a clear statement regarding the individual primarily responsible for the map or report.
This rule could be problematic from a legal responsibility perspective.  Individuals and companies
wishing to participate in this type of survey should consult with their attorney for the proper
wording of such a statement; perhaps a contract could be used to spell out how responsibility will
be divided

5J-17.051(3)(h) A designated “north arrow” and
either a stated scale or graphic scale of the map
shall be prominently shown upon the survey map.

5J-17.051(3)(i) The responsibility for all mapped
features must be clearly stated on any map or report
signed by a Florida licensed surveyor and mapper.
When mapped features surveyed by the signing
surveyor and mapper have been integrated with mapped
features surveyed by others, then the map or report
shall clearly state the individual primarily
responsible for the map or report.

----- - wwir l Scale: 1 inch = 20 feet . ,,. ... ., .. . 
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Introduction to Boundary Surveying Standards and Practices:

Boundary surveying as a discipline within the profession of surveying and mapping in Florida has
several different purposes.  In my opinion, the State of Florida is limiting the number of land
boundary related purposes by the boundary survey definition given in Florida Administrative Code.
The term “Boundary Survey” is defined as follows in Section 5J-17.052.050(2) F.A.C., “Boundary
Survey: a survey, the primary purpose of which is to document the perimeters, or any portion
thereof, of a parcel or tract of land by establishing or re-establishing corners, monuments, and
boundary lines, such as for the purposes of describing the parcel, locating fixed improvements on
the parcel, dividing the parcel, or platting”.  The definition seems to be focusing on the creating and
finding of land boundary corners, monuments, and lines for specific purposes.  Boundary survey
purposes, which are enumerated, are describing a parcel, locating fixed improvements on a parcel,
dividing a parcel, and platting a parcel.

5J-17.052(1)(a) rule sounds familiar based on previous versions of S.O.P., right …., but hang on to
your hats, we are going to be examining requirements that are quite different than earlier versions
of S.O.P.!

“Toto, I don't think we're in Kansas anymore”. (Dorothy - Wizard of Oz)

5J-17.052(1)(a) The surveyor and mapper shall make
a determination of the position of the boundary of
real property in complete accord with the real
property description shown on the survey map or
report and map. In order to ensure adequate and
defensible real property boundary locations:

5J-17.052(1) Boundaries of Real Property

To comply with Florida’s Standards of Practice for boundary surveying, Florida’s surveying and
mapping licensees must first understand what a Florida boundary survey is.  Once the licensee has
determined a boundary survey is needed, the licensee should follow the requirements as codified in
the general rules for all types of surveys and Florida’s specific requirements for boundary surveys.
If the survey needed is not a boundary survey the licensee in performing the survey should follow
the previously mentioned general rules and any other appropriate standards or rules which may
apply to the specific survey. Different particular regulations for non-boundary surveys are not
currently codified in Florida’s rules.  Specific standards for non-boundarysurveys must be found 
elsewhere.  It is critical that Florida licensees be able to identify a Floridaboundary survey and its 
purposes.

5J-17.052 Boundary Survey Requirements.
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5J-17.052(1)(a)1 rule states, “Every parcel of land whose boundaries are surveyed shall be made to
conform with the record boundaries of such land.”  The use of the word conform means the lines run and
marked during a boundary survey must be in accord with the boundary as determined by the record.  The
record is the public record, as found in the public records of the county in which the property is located.
It could be argued that it includes any record (document) within the public domain.  Documents found in
the files of various State offices and agencies are considered to be in the public domain.  I believe the
most defensible interpretation here is that the records are the records found in the public records recorded
in the office of the clerk of the circuit court in the county.

To comply with the rule, the surveyor must identify the record boundaries of the subject property based
on those found in the public records in the clerk's office.  The term, “record boundaries,” used in the rule
is confusing.  Does the term mean the parcel’s title boundaries as determined after an analysis of the
written records found within the public records in the clerk's office, or does it merely mean the most
current written instrument found?  Due to the use of this language in the rule, Florida Professional
Surveyors and Mappers should use the most current written conveyance of the subject property found in
the public records to make the boundary survey.

The rule also admonishes the boundary surveyor to take into account relevant requirements of the law
concerning original surveys and resurveys.  The original survey, although not defined within this rule as
defined elsewhere, means a survey executed to locate and describe real property not previously described
in documents conveying an interest in the real property.  Examples of an original survey would be a
survey used to create a new parcel out of a larger parent tract, to convey the new parcel or a survey to
subdivide a larger tract into lots for the conveyance of the new lots.  A resurvey is a survey executed to
remark, reestablish, restore or delineate the boundary line or corners of a parcel previously created by a
deed, survey, or subdivision.  Examples of a resurvey would be a survey having the purpose of
delineating an aliquot part of a section of land with the U.S. Public Land Survey System or a survey to
field mark a lot located within a recorded subdivision of land.  The laws concerning original surveys and
resurvey are found within the body of law known as common law.  Legal precedent derived from judicial
decisions and similar tribunals create the common law.  The State of Florida has statutory law concerning
original surveys.  The law is mostly found within Chapter 177 Florida Statutes, which deals with the
subdivision of land and the preparation of a subdivision plat or map made for recording.

Remove not the ancient landmark which your fathers set up (Proverbs 23:28)

The use of the most current written conveyance recorded in the public records is appropriate because it
seems to follow the apparent intent of the framers of the rule.  For evidence of this intent, we must review
the history of the rule regarding this issue.  In the revision of November 13, 2017, the term "record title
boundary" was written into the rule. The term was changed to "record boundary" in the July 15, 2018
revision of the rule, the currently effective rule.  The omission of the word "title" means the Florida
boundary surveyor disregards issues involving title (ownership).  I believe this is logical because the title
to land is a question of law.  Florida boundary surveyors are not allowed to practice law.  Florida
boundary surveys address questions of fact by presenting evidence found by the surveyor.

5J-17. 052 ( 1) ( a) 1. Every parcel of land whose 
boundaries are surveyed shall be made to conform 
with the record boundaries of such land, taking 
into account relevant requirements of law 
concerning whether the survey is original or a 
resurvey. 
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a. The location of the record boundaries,
b. Conflicting record and ownership boundary

locations within, abutting or affecting the
property or access to same,

5J-17.052(1)(a)2b says research should be sufficient to identify conflicting record boundarylocations 
within, abutting, or affecting the property or access to the property.  To determine theseissues, an 
examination of the record boundaries of adjoining properties must undergo the samescrutiny as that applied
 to the subject property.  The boundary of an adjoining property which liesadjacent to the subject properties 
boundary must be evaluated based on the written conveyance thatcreated it.

5J-17.052(1)(a)2b also says research should be sufficient to identify different conflicting ownership
boundary locations within, abutting, or affecting the property.  Ownership boundary locations
based on the record involves several important issues.  One issue is the validity of conveyanceswithin the 
public records.  An invalid deed does not convey title or ownership.  It may represent"color of title," a 
written instrument that appears to carry title but does not.  Other issues whichaffect property ownership are 
senior rights and constructive notice.  A senior right or title in realproperty ownership law is based on the 
legal principle that a grantor cannot convey land that hasbeen conveyed previously to someone else.  The act
 of recording a deed is constructive notice under the law.  Constructive notice is needed in establishing the 
validity of a written conveyance.  The point here isthe validity of written instruments within the public 
records is essential and should be addressed in

5J-17.052(1)(a)2 rule establishes these points regarding the research involved in the process of
doing a boundary survey:

c. None of the above is intended to require the
surveyor to perform a title search.

5J-17.052(1)(a)2. 2. Prior to making the survey,
the licensee shall perform research of records with
sufficient scope and depth to identify with
reasonable certainty:

5J-17.052(1)(a)2a says research should be sufficient to identify the location of the recordboundaries.  In 
doing a boundary survey under these rules, the parcel’s record boundary should be taken as a collection of 
boundary lines (or sides) and not as a single unit.  Each side of a parcel'sboundary is formed at a specific 
moment in time.  The different boundary lines of the parcel mayhave been created at the same time, or 
they may have been formed at different times.  Thedescription of each boundary line should be examined 
to determine the time of creation; and theintent of the grantor, the one giving up the land, regarding the 
location of the line at that time.Boundary location law for written conveyances establishes that the intent 
of the grantor should beused to determine the locations of boundary lines; the grantor’s intent as 
expressed in the writteninstrument.  This rule means research of the records should go back in time to 
reveal the recordedconveyance instrument that created the boundary line.  Following this practice allows 
for thelocation of the boundary founded on the legal principles concerning the conveyance of realproperty
 by written conveyance.
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the boundary survey research process.  Surveyors doing boundary surveys may encounter
difficulties in the validation of written conveyances.  The validation of the written record, including
problems and limitations, should be explained in the survey’s report or notes.

Research regarding access to the subject property is also addressed in 5J-17.052(1)(a)2b rule.  It
says research should be sufficient to identify conflicting record boundary locations affecting access
to the property.  Chapter 704 Florida Statutes contains statutory law about legal access and
easements.  The boundary surveyor’s report or notes should address access to the subject property
since it is such an important issue.

5J-17.052(1)(a)2c says the rule does not intend to require the surveyor to perform a title search.
Their intent indeed depends on your definition of a title search.  I’m sure you will agree the
surveyor must scrutinize the public records for information that affects the location of record
boundaries.  I am also sure you will agree a typical title search is intended to find encumbrances to
the property’s title these rules do not ask the surveyor to address.

Rule 5J-17.052(1)(a)3, addresses the requirement of a field survey to locate monuments and other
evidence to support an analysis of the record title boundaries.  While a complete study regarding
field survey procedures for boundary surveys is beyond the scope of this course, I must stress that
without a thorough field survey a correct analysis of the survey is not possible.  Evidence collected
should include things such as, measurements, the location of previous survey markers and the
mapping of the limits of apparent land use, as well as parole evidence with necessary affidavits, and
other evidence, just to name a few things that should be included in the field survey.  The field
survey process should be documented by field notes which are well-organized, clear and legible for
analysis and future judicial review, if necessary.

Rule 5J-17.052(1)(b) addresses the marking of boundary corners based on a well-reasoned analysis
of the record title boundaries.  The definition of a well-reasoned analysis is essential.  In my
opinion, in this context, it means a review of the record title boundaries of the property which is
based on legal principles of law, rather than equitable principles of law.  Equitable principles deal
with the legal doctrines of unwritten real property conveyances.  Based on the rules found in
Section 5J-17.052 F.A.C., land boundary corners should only be set or held as marking the corners
based on legal doctrines concerning the written conveyance of record.  The boundary surveyor
should be well versed in the legal principles of written conveyances, as well as unwritten
conveyances.  Both legal doctrines will affect the results of a proper boundary survey.

5J-17.052(1)(a)3.  A field survey shall be made
locating monuments and evidence of occupation,
appropriate or necessary and coordinate the facts of
said survey with the analysis of the record title.

5J-17.052(1)(b)  Monuments shall be set or held as
marking the corners after a well-reasoned analysis
by the licensee.
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This rule requires that a graphic representation of the survey shall be prepared even though a text
report may communicate the results of the survey well.

The intention of rule 5J-17.052(1)(d) is to address conflicting legal description calls and any other
issues arising from a comparison of the legal description with a well-reasoned analysis of the
record title.  These differences can be shown on the boundary survey map by proper annotation
along the boundary line.  To facilitate communication and assure an understanding of the survey
results by the client or the public it may be necessary to include an explanation of these
discrepancies in the surveyor’s notes or a surveyor’s report.  An example of this would be a course
in a legal description which calls for a bearing and distance to an iron pipe.  After analyzing the
situation, the surveyor may decide the iron pipe should control the location of the terminus of the
line based on the general rules of construction as handed down through legal precedent.
Annotations along the boundary line shown on the survey map should compare the difference in the
distance called for and the measured distance to the iron pipe.  The client and the public will not
understand this.  A written explanation of this process in the surveyor’s notes or a surveyor’s report
would be beneficial in their understanding of the corner’s location.

The use of the term “positively describes the boundaries” sets the bar very high for showing the
boundaries of a surveyed property.  The rule addresses directly the inability to measure irregular
boundaries.  The intended purpose of the survey should be a consideration here.  If the intended
purpose of the survey requires a greater degree of accuracy, the surveyor should account for this in
his design of the survey methodology to be used.  If there are limitations regarding the accuracy of
any of the measurements used in doing the survey, the user of the survey should be informed.
Surveyor’s notes should reveal to the user of the survey any measurement limitations and explain
that the limitations may affect the suitability of the survey for certain purposes.  An example of a
boundary survey of an irregular boundary would be a parcel located on a sovereign water body.
The ordinary line water mark (OHWM) establishes the boundary between public and private land

5J-17.052(1)(c) (c) All boundary surveys shall
result in a map (hardcopy and/or digital) and it
shall be stated on the map that the survey is a
“Boundary Survey.”

5J-17.052(1)(d) Any discrepancies between the
survey map and the real property description shall
be shown.

5J-17.052(1)(e)  Survey data shall be shown to
positively describe the boundaries of the surveyed
property. For portions of the property bounded by an
irregular line, distances and directions to the
irregular boundary shall be shown with as much
certainty as can be determined or as “more or less,”
if variable.
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on sovereign water bodies.  The OHWM may create a very irregular boundary line with numerous
curves of various sizes.  Offset measurements from a survey closure line located along the water
boundary to the boundary established by the OHWM may be deemed appropriate by the surveyor.
The ability to locate the boundary line may be limited due to the nature of such a line and any data
used to show the location of the line should be expressed as “More or less” at an appropriate level
of uncertainty.

This rule addresses the showing (labeling) of a lot(s) and block numbers or other designations,
including those of adjoining lots.  Issues I have seen with this rule involve subdivision lot(s)
located on the perimeter of the subject recorded subdivision.  Sometimes the labeling of adjoining
property, which is not situated in the subject subdivision, is not shown.  This is a mistake.
Adjoining properties outside the subject subdivision are as important, if not more important, than
adjoining lots within the recorded subdivision.  Adjoining properties outside the subdivision may
represent a senior title, conflicting ownership or other important issues.

This rule says all information, (bearings, distances, P.O.C., P.O.B., etc.) called for in the property
description, should be shown on the survey map.  The display of the information is left up to the
surveyor.  If the data is vital to the boundary location based on standard surveying rules of
construction, the surveyor should show the information as survey measured information.  If the
information is not essential in the boundary location determination, the data may be displayed as
non-field measured values based solely on dimensions taken from the description or other sources.
The surveyor should make an appropriate note regarding non-field measured values and label them
as such.

5J-17.052(1)(f) Surveys of all or part of a lot(s)
which is part of a recorded subdivision shall show
the lot(s) and block numbers or other designations,
including those of adjoining lots.

5J-17.052(1)(g) Surveys of parcels described by
metes and bounds shall show all information called
for in the property description, including point of
commencement, course bearings and distances, and
point of beginning.

5J-17.052(1)(h) When the results of the survey
differ significantly from the record, or if a
fundamental decision related to the boundary
resolution is not clearly reflected on the plat or
map, the surveyor shall explain this information
with notes on the face of the plat or map.
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This rule is supportive of the idea that the results of a survey should be communicated well.
Boundary surveys are particularly subject to being misunderstood.  The lack of understanding is
caused by the complexities of boundary location and determination.  Boundary surveying is very
complicated. Thus, the best path to follow is to consider the graphics of the map to be insufficient.
Therefore, the surveyor should explain with surveyor’s notes why and how there are differences
between the boundary shown on the map and the record.  The surveyor should also state and give
explanations in surveyor’s notes regarding the boundary location principles used or not used.

This new rule illustrates the importance of water boundaries by requiring the surveyor to describe
the feature(s) used to locate the water body on a boundary survey.  Water boundaries on a boundary
survey may occur within the parcel’s boundary as a land feature which does not affect ownership,
or as a record title boundary line.  A title boundary is created in situations where the parcel is
involved with a sovereign water body, the bed of a sovereign water body is owned by the public.  If
the parcel’s boundary includes a non-sovereign water body, the water body may represent a land
feature which needs to be shown on the boundary survey.  There are boundary determination
principles that must be followed.  These principles involve legal concepts of navigability, riparian
rights, and the ownership of land.  This rule requires the surveyor to describe water boundary
features (label the feature on the map) and to describe the method used to locate the water
boundary.  The approximate positioning of the water boundary is allowed by this rule, if the
imprecise nature of the boundary is explained on the map.  The surveyor should address land title
issues involving the water body on his map or in his report.

Then God said: Let there be a dome in the middle of the waters, to separate one body of
water from the other. God made the dome, and it separated the water below the dome
from the water above the dome. And so it happened. God called the dome “sky.”
Evening came, and morning followed—the second day.
Then God said: Let the water under the sky be gathered into a single basin, so that the
dry land may appear. And so it happened: the water under the sky was gathered into its
basin, and the dry land appeared.  God called the dry land “earth,” and the basin of
water he called “sea.” God saw that it was good….-- the third day  (Genesis 1: 6-10)

5J-17.052(1)(i)  Surveys of parcels with water
boundaries shall describe the feature located
including, top of bank, edge of water, mean high
water line, ordinary high water line and the method
used to locate the water boundary. Water boundaries
may be located in their approximate position as long
as this is adequately depicted and explained with
notes on the face of the plat or map
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5J-17.052(2) Boundary Monuments

An important rule, the rule requires that a boundary survey is done before setting a monument at
the property corner or calling a found monument a property corner.  All of the standards established
for a boundary survey by these rules must be followed.  If they are not followed, the survey is not a
boundary survey, and therefore cannot be called a boundary survey, and thus the setting of
boundary monuments after a non-boundary survey is not allowed.

The interest shown by the State of Florida in boundary survey standards may invigorate the lost art
of establishing land boundary monumentation.  Surveyors in the 1800’s did not have technology
available to them as we have today for monumenting boundary surveys.  Despite the lack of
technology, such as chain saws, cement, steel, mechanical post hole diggers, etc., surveyors seemed
to take a lot of care in establishing boundary corners and lines.  They carved light-wood post for
corners and searched for special shaped stones to use as monuments.  Property corner markers were
perpetuated by witnessing with scribed trees, soil pits or mounds.  Trees along boundary lines were
marked with permanent marks. Boundary surveyors of today do not typically give that amount of
attention to boundary monumentation. Even though the current rules do not require those efforts, I
believe these new rules will cause boundary survey monumentation to get more attention.  The
increased amount of effort required for a boundary survey will cause the value of the survey
product to increase. An increased investment in boundary monumentation will be warranted.

5J-17.052(2)(a)  The surveyor and mapper shall set
monuments as defined herein, unless monuments already exist
or cannot be set due to physical obstructions at corners.

5J-17.052(2)(b)  Every boundary monument set shall:

1. Be composed of a durable material,

2. Have a minimal length of 18 inches,

3. Have a minimum cross-section area of material of
0.20 square inches,

4. Be identified with a durable marker or cap
bearing either the Florida license number of the
surveyor and mapper in responsible charge, the
certificate of authorization number of the business
entity; or name of the business entity,

5. Be detectable with conventional instruments for
finding ferrous or magnetic objects,

6. When a corner falls in a hard surface such as
asphalt or concrete, alternate monumentation may be
used that is durable and identifiable,

7. When conditions require setting a monument on an
offset, whenever possible, the location should be
selected so the monument lies on a boundary line.
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An important point should be made here; the rule requires monuments shown on the survey to be
described fully on the survey map.  Concerning offset monuments, the rule requires they be
described and the offset shown on the survey map, but it does not mention the marking of offset
monuments in the field. Offset monuments are occasionally mistaken to be property corners.
Therefore the surveyor should take care in identifying offset monuments established on the
property with special permanent markings.

The rule states a meander line or a survey closure line should be established along an irregular
boundary.  The rule also requires monuments to be set at the terminus of the line on the real
property line.  I believe good practice also dictates, the surveyor place the meander or survey
closure line as close as possible to the boundary line and in some cases place monuments along the
line and show dimensions between the meander line or the survey closure line and the boundary
line sufficient to show the relationship between the two.

5J-17.052(2)(c) All monuments, found or placed,
must be described on the survey map. The corner
descriptions shall state the size, material, and cap
identification of the monument as well as whether
the monument was found or set. Offset monuments
shall be noted as such on the survey map along with
the offset distance to the true corner. Building
corners are acceptable as monuments so long as use
of the building corners as monumentation is clearly
noted on the map.

5J-17.052(2)(d) For irregular boundaries such as a
water body or maintained right of way, a dimensioned
meander or survey closure line shall be used and
monuments shall be set at the meander or survey
closure line’s terminus points on real property
boundary lines.

Lot "A" 

Lake 

Lot "B" 

Meander Line 

Lot "C" 

LPS-029

LPS-029



5J-17.052(2)(f) Side ties t
tiated by 

5J-17.0

s survey

52(2)(e) A boundary survey updating a
previous survey made by the same surveyor and mapper
or business entity, and which is performed for the
purpose of locating non-completed new improvements
by measurements to the property lines or related
offset lines placed on the property since the
previou , need not have the property corners
reset.

o locate or set
monuments shall be substan multiple 
measurements.

The rule 5J-17.052(2)(f) has been in Florida’s Standards of Practice for some time now.  However,
the definition of “Redundancy measurement was added more recently in November 2017.  The rule
has always caused much confusion.  The new definition did not seem to help.  At a recent meeting
of the Florida Board of Professional Surveyors and Mappers the matter was discussed (see Board
Meeting Minutes for February 2018 meeting).  The Board directed the Board’s staff to remove the
definition of “redundancy measurement” and make necessary changes to clarify the rule.  The rule 
was changed in 2018 to multiple measement instead of redundancy of measurement.  The point of 
the rule is when a surveyor locates a found or set boundary monument during a boundary survey, if
 a side-tie is used toestablish the position of the monument, the location should be substantiated to 
avoid mistakes.  A  side-tie is a surveying technique used to locate features from a traverse point 
using an angle anddistance.  Side-ties are prone to errors.   Surveying licensees should be aware of 
the mistakes whichcan occur with side-ties and should devise and implement methods designed to 
eliminate mistakesand substantiate the location of side-tied monuments.  Licensees should 
document within their fieldnotes the methods and reasoning used to confirm the location of the 
side-tied monument and beprepared to defend their practices and logic in the event of disciplinary 
action by the State orchallenge by others.
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5J-17.052(3) Boundary Inconsistencies

Evidence of boundary lines, such as fences, walls, buildings or other features along the boundary is
vital in boundary location and determination.  The evidence may help reveal the intent of the
grantor which created the boundary.  The evidence along the boundary may also represent a
creation of an unwritten right based within the laws of equity.  The rule refers to open and
notorious evidence.  A well trained professional boundary surveyor will be able to find such
evidence where an untrained boundary surveyor will not.  Careful examination of physical evidence
along the boundary will yield evidence that should be addressed in the field notes of the survey and
the surveyor’s report.

Photographs are very helpful in explaining thinks related to the
boundary line.  The use of photographs in survey reports is
invaluable.  Digital cameras are inexpensive and great for
documenting survey related information.  In my opinion a
survey report is incomplete without photographs.

5J-17.052(3)(b) Open and notorious evidence of
boundary lines, such as fences, walls, buildings,
monuments or otherwise, shall be shown upon the map,
together with dimensions sufficient to show their
relationship to the boundary line(s).

Fence Encroachment

5J-17.052(3)(a)  Potential boundary inconsistencies shall be 
addressed and shall be clearly indicated and explained on the survey map or 
in the report. Where evidence of inconsistency is found, the nature of the 
inconsistency shall be shown upon the survey map, such as:

1. Overlapping descriptions or hiatuses,
2. Excess or deficiency,
3. Conflicting boundary lines or monuments, or
4. Doubt as to the location on the ground of
survey lines or property rights.
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This rule speaks to the physical use of real property.  The actual footprint of the physical use may
be very subtle and not readily observable.  The surveyor should be an astute observer and able to
detect all types of physical use of the land.  Some examples of some subtle physical uses of the land
are, toe of the slope of a building’s fill pad, utility lines over the property, and mow lines to name a
few of the possibilities.

5J-17.052(4)
Rights-of-Way, Easements, and Other Real Property Concerns

Rule 5J-17.052(4)(a) involves the examination of recorded plats for the existence of rights-of-way.
A right of way is a particular type of easement.  Rights-of-way are easements that allow for the
passage through or travel over a property.  The rule refers explicitly to rights-of-way shown on
recorded plats.  Recorded plats are maps showing how the land is subdivided.  In Florida, these
plats are filed in the office of the county’s clerk of the circuit court.  A proper boundary survey
research file should include a copy of the recorded plat in which the property is situated.
Subdivision plats adjacent to or in proximity to the subject property are also useful.

5J-17.052(3)(c) All apparent physical use onto or
from adjoining property must be indicated, with the
extent of such use shown or noted upon the map.

5J-17.052(3)(d) In all cases where foundations may
violate deed or easement lines and are beneath the
surface, failure to determine their location shall
be noted upon the map or report.

5J-17.052(4)(a) All recorded public and private
rights-of-way shown on applicable recorded plats
adjoining or across the land being surveyed shall be
located and shown upon the map

5J-17.052(4)(b) Easements shown on applicable
record plats or open and notorious evidence of
easements or rights-of-way on or across the land
being surveyed shall be located and shown upon the
map.
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The survey should address both pedestrian and vehicular travel.

The best way to address the issue of non-platted easements or rights-of-way is being on guard for this
information during all public records research.  Show the information you find on the survey map.  Ask the
client to furnish easement and right-of-way information.  Note on the map or report of survey how
easements and rights-of-way have handled and whether the client provided any information.

Human cemeteries and burial grounds are important.  Chapter 704 “Easements” F.S. provides for ingress
and egress for the relatives and descendants of any person buried in a cemetery. Aboriginal (Indian) burial
grounds are also important for archeological reasons.  Old cemeteries and burial grounds can become
difficult to detect due to overgrown condition, a close visual inspection of the property will reveal them.
Local people and archeological societies are also valuable resources for finding cemeteries and burial
grounds.

5J-17.052(5) Real Property Improvements

Place a list on the map or make a statement in the report concerning pertinent fixed improvements.  The
surveyor should establish the meaning of "pertinent," helping to avoid confusion.  In some situations, a
listing regarding non-pertinent fixed improvements or non-fixed improvements may be helpful also.

It does not have to be all or none.  Explain on the map or in a report which fixed improvements have been
located by the survey and those which have not been located by the survey.

5J-17.052(4)(c)  When streets or street rights-of-way
abutting the land surveyed are physically closed to travel,
a note to this effect shall be shown upon the map.

5J-17.052(4)(d)  When location of easements or rights-of-
way of record, other than those on record plats, is
required, this information must be furnished to the
surveyor and mapper.

5J-17.052(4)(e)  Human cemeteries and burial grounds
located within the premises shall be located and shown
upon the map when open and notorious, or when knowledge
of their existence and location is furnished to the
surveyor and mapper.

5J-17.052(5)(a)  Location of fixed improvements pertinent
to the survey shall be graphically shown upon the map and
their positions shall be dimensioned in reference to the
boundaries, either directly or by offset lines.

5J-17.052(5)(b)  When fixed improvements are not
located or do not exist, a note to this effect shall
be shown upon the map.
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5J-17.052(6)

A legal description written by a surveyor should not be ambiguous.  The ambiguity of legal
descriptions should be examined and determined in the same way as a court of law would.  If “rules
of construction” or extrinsic evidence are necessary to determine the intent of the grantor regarding
the legal description, the description is ambiguous.

Example of an ambiguous description: The East 100 feet of Lot 2, Blackacres Subdivision, Plat
Book 101, Page 25, Pinellas County, Florida.

A sketch is not required by this rule, but if a sketch is needed, the surveyor should make one.

5J-17.052(5)(c)  When a boundary survey updating a
previous boundary survey is made by the same
surveyor or survey firm for purpose of locating non-
completed new improvements, then property corners
need not be reset; however, when a boundary survey
is updating a previous survey made by the same
surveyor or survey firm and is performed for purpose
of locating completed new improvements then property
corners must be recovered or reset. When a boundary
survey updates a previous boundary survey made by a
different surveyor or survey firm for the purpose of
locating either non-completed or completed new
improvements, then property corners must be
recovered or reset.

5J-17.052(6)(a) Descriptions written by a surveyor
and mapper to describe land boundaries by metes and
bounds shall provide definitive identification of
boundary lines.

5J-17.052(6)(b) When a sketch accompanies the
property description, it shall show all information
referenced in the description and shall state that
such sketch is not a survey. The initial point in
the description shall be tied to either a government
corner, a recorded corner, or some other well-
established survey point.
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Written Preamble for Section 5J-17.053 
In order to safeguard the health, safety and welfare of 

the public and to maintain integrity and high standards 

of skill and practice in the surveying and mapping 

profession, the rules of professional conduct provided in 

this section shall be binding upon every licensee and on 

all firms which offer or perform surveying and mapping 

services in Florida. Licensees shall at all times be 

cognizant of the public that they serve and shall govern 

themselves accordingly in the following professional 

matters: 

5J-17.053(1)(a) (a) Licensees shall act as faithful 

agents of their clients in all professional matters. 

5J-17.050(6) Definitions 

Faithful Agent: a licensee acting in professional 

surveying matters who safeguards as confidential any 

information obtained by the licensee as to the 

business affairs, technical methods or processes of 

a client or employer, and who avoids or discloses a 

conflict of interest that might influence the 

licensee’s actions or judgment. 

5J-17.053 
Standards of Practice – 

Professional Matters in Surveying and Mapping 

This section contains the rules which address issues regarding professional conduct: 1.) 
fair dealing in professional relationships, 2.) conflicts of interest, 3.) confidentiality, 4.) 
the use of another licensee’s product, 5.) retention of work products, 6.) signing and 
sealing. The rules given in this section were first introduced in 2015. 

Florida’s history of regulatory standards for professional matters in surveying and 

mapping is short. My perspective is limited in this area. Most of my comments 

regarding surveying and surveying regulations come from my experiences, education, 

and discussions with other surveyors. Frankly, I don’t have much to offer here. I’ve 

been involved in land surveying for almost 40 years, but professional matters is a 

subject which is usually held close to the vest and not usually discussed seriously I 

hope this relatively new section within surveying and mapping rules will kindle interest 

in the subject. If it does, it won't be long before I see things I can comment about, but 

for now, the rules must stand on their own without significant comments from me. 

 
 

5J-17.053(1) Fair Dealing in Professional Relationships 
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5J-17.053(1)(b) Licensees, whether or not under 

oath, shall not be untruthful, deceptive, or 

misleading, including by omission, in any 

professional report, oral or written statement, or 

testimony. 

 

1. A professional report, statement or testimony is 

false, fraudulent, deceptive or misleading if it: 

contains a material misrepresentation of fact; omits 

the statement of any material fact that is necessary 

to form a complete and accurate understanding of the 

communication; or is intended or is likely to create 

an unjustified expectation. 

2. Examples of false, fraudulent, deceptive or 

misleading statements include: a statement that a 

licensee is a certified specialist in any area 

outside the licensee’s field of expertise; a 

statement that the licensee’s education or 

experience in surveying and mapping is greater than 

it actually is; a statement that the licensee’s 

involvement with a surveying and mapping project 

will be greater than it actually will be. 

 

 

5J-17.050(4) Definitions 

Conflict of Interest: a conflict between one’s duty 

to act for the benefit of the public or a specific 

individual or entity, and the interests of self or 

others; which conflict has the potential of 

influencing, or the appearance of influencing, the 

exercise of one’s professional judgment in carrying 

out that duty. 

5J-17.053(1)(c) The licensee shall not make, 

publish or cause to be made or published, any 

representation or statement concerning the 

professional qualifications of the licensee, or 

those of any partner, associate, firm or 

organization of the licensee, which is in any way 

misleading, or which tends to mislead the recipient 

thereof, or the public, concerning education, 

experience, specializations or other surveying and 

mapping qualifications. 
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5J-17.053(1)(d) A licensee shall not, in the 

practice of surveying and mapping or in any 

professional dealings, make, publish, or cause to be 

made or published, any representation or statement 

about any competitor or any other licensee which the 

licensee knows or should know is false and which has 

or is intended to have the effect of injuring the 

reputation or business of such other licensee. 

5J-17.053(1)(e) A licensee shall not express a 

professional opinion that is factually insupportable 

or that is not based on accepted surveying and 

mapping principles, or that misrepresents data 

and/or its relative significance in any professional 

report, oral or written statement, or testimony. 

 

This rule says a lot about surveying. Professional surveyors should think about this rule each 

time they make a survey map or write a survey report.

5J-17.053(1)(f) A licensee shall not violate any 

provisions of state or federal statutes requiring 

qualifications-based selection of professional 

surveying and mapping services; shall not knowingly 

aid or abet any other licensee in violating such 

statutes; shall not participate in a qualifications- 

based selection process that the licensee knows is 

not in compliance with federal or state statutes; 

and shall not respond to or solicit requests that 

the licensee knows are in violation of state or 

federal statutes. 

In 1972, Congress adopted the Brooks Act (P.L. 92-582), requiring the use of 

Qualifications-Based Selection (QBS) for the procurement of architect and engineering 

services for Federal projects. 

 

Florida’s laws concerning qualification based selection is found in Chapter 287.055 Florida 

Statutes; Acquisition of professional architectural, engineering, landscape architectural, or 

surveying and mapping services; definitions; procedures; contingent fees prohibited; 

penalties.— SHORT TITLE: “Consultants’ Competitive Negotiation Act.” 
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5J-17.053(1)(g) A licensee shall not knowingly 

permit the publication or use of the licensee’s 

data, reports, maps, or other professional documents 

for unlawful purposes. 

5J-17.053(1)(h) Licensees may not use their 

surveying and mapping expertise or their 

professional surveying and mapping status to commit 

a crime. 

5J-17.053(1)(i) Licensees may not knowingly 

associate with or permit the use of their names in a 

business venture with any person or business entity 

which the licensee knows or should know is engaging 

in unlawful, fraudulent or dishonest business or 

professional practices. 

 

 

Instructor’s Examples of Fair Dealing in Professional Relationships. 

Imagine you’re hired to survey a homeowner’s lot for a planned addition. While checking the 

records and measuring in the field, you discover that the neighbor’s fence encroaches a few feet 

onto your client’s property. When your client hears this, she asks you to “adjust the numbers” 

so the fence line looks correct and the neighbor won’t get upset. You politely explain that you 

have to act as her faithful agent but cannot misrepresent data. The rules require you to produce 

an honest report and not omit material facts or exaggerate your involvement. 

 

In another scenario, a surveyor updates his résumé to attract business and claims to be a 

“certified hydrographic specialist,” even though he has no such credential. That’s a misleading 

statement about his qualifications, which is prohibited under the fair-dealing rule. 
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5J-17.053(2) Conflicts of Interest 
 

(2) Conflicts of Interest: Licensees shall avoid any 

professional conflicts of interest. 

(a) When conflicts cannot be avoided, licensees shall 
disclose to their employers and clients all known or 

potential conflicts of interest or other circumstances 

that could influence or appear to influence their 

professional judgment or the quality of their 

professional services provided. 

(b) Unless the circumstances are fully disclosed and 

agreed to in writing by all interested parties, a 

licensee shall not accept compensation, financial or 

otherwise, from more than one party for services 

pertaining to the same project. 

(c) Examples of professional conflicts of interest 

include, but are not limited to: 

1. A government employee engaging in the private 

practice of surveying and mapping on a project over 

which that person, as a government employee, has 

approval authority. 

2. A licensee soliciting or accepting a professional 

contract from a governmental body on which that 

licensee or a principal or officer of his/her 

business organization serves as a member. 

3. A licensee, serving as a member, advisor, or 

employee of a governmental entity, who participates 

in its decision to contract for professional 

services from a private business in which that 

licensee is a principal or employee. 

(d) Licensees may not offer any bribe, commission or 

gift, either directly or indirectly, to obtain 

selection or preferment for surveying and mapping 

employment. 

1. An example of prohibited activity under this 

subsection is a practice known as the “washout” 

survey, wherein a licensee agrees to accept payment 

for a surveying and mapping service only upon the 

contingency of a future event other than the 

completion of the survey and map. 

2. The activity prohibited by this subsection does 

not pertain to the payment of a fee to a licensed 

employment agency for securing salaried employment 

as a surveyor and mapper. 

(e) Licensees may not solicit or accept gifts or 

gratuities directly or indirectly from contractors, 

their agents or other parties dealing with the 

licensee’s client or employer in connection with work 

for which the licensee is responsible. 
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Instructor’s Examples for Conflicts of Interest. 

Kareem works for the county’s surveying department and is asked by a developer to moonlight 

and survey a parcel that will soon come before his department for approval. If he accepts, he’d 

be both the surveyor and the approving official—an obvious conflict. The proper course is to 

decline or, if unavoidable, disclose the conflict to all parties in writing. 

 

Consider a private boundary dispute where both neighbors offer to pay you to survey the same 

line. Unless both parties agree in writing, you can’t accept payment from more than one client 

for the same project. Similarly, if a contractor offers you a gift card for “speeding up” an 

as-built survey, you should decline; accepting gratuities or contingent “washout” payments 

violates the rule. 

 

In land surveying practice some boundary related surveys have come to be known as Washout 

Surveys.  This where a surveyor performs a mortgage survey and agrees to have his fee paid at 

closing.  If the mortgage loan closing fails and there are no funds (Closing Cost) available for 

distribution to cover closing cost.  The surveyor forgives the cost in exchange for the lender’s 

promise, usually very informal, of future work.  This practice is prohibited. The Florida rules 

on conflicts of interest forbid licensees from offering bribes or gifts to obtain surveying work 

and explicitly cite washout surveys as an example. Because the surveyor’s fee in a washout 

arrangement depends on the closing of a transaction, it creates a serious conflict of interest: the 

surveyor might be tempted to withhold adverse findings to help the deal close so they get paid 

or secure future business. Therefore, surveyors must charge for services regardless of whether 

the transaction closes and should decline any offer to perform “washout” surveys. 
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5J-17.053(3) Confidentiality 

 
(3) Confidentiality: Whether or not a licensee and a 
client establish requirements of confidentiality 

contractually, the licensee shall safeguard and 

preserve the confidences and private information of 

the client and shall exercise reasonable care to 

prevent unauthorized disclosure or use thereof by 

the licensee’s employees and associates, except: 

(a) When disclosure is made as a necessary part of 
performing the services for which the client is 

employing or engaging the licensee. 

(b) When licensee has obtained the consent of the 
affected client or clients, employer or employers, 

current or former, but only after full disclosure 

to them; 

(c) When required by law or court order; 
(d) When necessary to establish legal proof of 
licensee’s relationship with such client or 

employer, current or former, in a court action to 

recover salaries, fees or other compensation due 

to the licensee as a result of the licensee’s 

employment or association with the client or 

employer, current or former; 

(e) When necessary to defend the licensee or the 
licensee’s employees or associates in a legal 

action alleging wrongful conduct; 

(f) When there is potential danger to the public’s 
safety and well being and disclosure is reasonably 

necessary to prevent harm to the public; 

(g) When the disclosures were made to the Board 
regarding other licensees or unlicensed 

individuals who may have violated laws or rules 

relating to the practice of surveying and mapping; 

(h) When the disclosures relate to illegal 
conduct. 

Instructor’s Example for Confidentiality. 

During a site survey for a commercial client, your crew sees confidential plans for a new store 

that hasn’t been announced. You and your staff should not discuss these plans with friends or 

competitors. The rule requires you to safeguard client information and only disclose it when 

necessary to perform the work, with the client’s consent, or when required by law. If a court 

later orders you to produce records in a fee-dispute lawsuit, disclosure is permitted; otherwise, 

you keep the details private. 
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(4) Use of Another Licensee’s Product. 
(a) Work completed by one licensee (original 
licensee) cannot be adopted or reused by a 

different licensee (successor licensee), except 

under the following circumstances: 

1. With written consent of the original 
licensee, or; 

2. When the graphics or data depicted on the 
survey are attributed to the licensee that was 

in responsible charge of its production, or; 

3. When the original licensee’s field notes, 
supporting documents and/or final product(s) 

are rightfully in the possession of the 

successor licensee. 

(b) Use of another licensee’s work under any 
circumstances does not exempt the user from 

compliance with the survey requirements in Chapter 

5J-17, F.A.C. 

5J-17.053(4) Use of Another Licensee’s Product 

The phrase, “rightfully in your possession”, what does it mean. One interpretation may be that it 
means you have obtained those documents through legitimate means that confer the right to use 
them. For example, you might have purchased the original firm and thereby acquired its work 
product, or a client may have hired you and supplied their copies of an earlier survey that they own. 
Conversely, merely having physical custody of another surveyor’s notes—such as taking files 
without permission or receiving them from an employee who lacked authority to provide 
them—does not make them “rightfully” yours. The rule is intended to ensure that data are used only 
with proper authorization and to prevent the misappropriation of another professional’s work. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Instructor’s Example for Use of Another Licensee’s Product. 

Suppose you’re asked to prepare a boundary survey and the client hands you a previous boundary 

survey produced by another firm. You can’t simply trace or copy the old survey, sign it, and call it 

your own. Before reusing any portion of that work, you need written permission from the original 

surveyor or must clearly attribute the data to the original professional. If you inherit a set of field 

notes and plans from a retiring surveyor, you can rely on them only if they’re rightfully in your 

possession, and you’re still fully responsible for meeting all current standards of practice. 

Instructor Comment - A word of caution about attribution: The Florida rule lets you (a 

successor licensee) adopt or reuse by a different licensee (successor licensee), a prior survey if 

you clearly identify which graphics or notes were prepared by the original surveyor. In other 

words, you can base your own map graphics on someone else’s map graphics as long as you 

don’t present their work as your own. But this professional rule doesn’t override copyright or 

contractual rights; the original surveyor still owns the expressive elements of their map. So if 

they object to your reuse and you don’t have a license or other legal right to copy, you may be 

compliant with the Board’s rule yet still liable for copyright infringement. The safest practice is 

to obtain permission whenever possible and to limit your reliance to facts and measurements 

rather than the original surveyor’s layout or annotations. 
 

LPS-042

LPS-042



(5) Retention of Work Products. 
(a) For each survey produced, all licensees, 

except for those who do not have an ownership 

right to the work product, shall maintain for a 

minimum of six years from the date of creation at 

least one copy of all signed and sealed drawings, 

plans, specifications, plats, and reports as well 

as one copy of all related calculations and field 

notes. Additionally, the documented research of 

records and written notification regarding lack of 

insurance shall be retained for a minimum of six 

years from the date of creation. These records may 

be kept in hard copy or electronic or digital 

format. 

(b) Upon the discontinuance of the practice of 

surveying and mapping, licensees shall ensure the 

safe storage and reasonable accessibility to 

clients of all files and file materials for a 

period of six years. The failure to do so shall 

constitute cause for discipline. 

5J-17.053(5) Retention of Work Products 
 

 

Retention of records rules first became a requirement in 2015. 

 

Instructor’s Example for Retention of Work Products. 

After completing a boundary survey (or any type of survey), keep a copy of the signed and sealed 

drawings, your field notes, and the calculations for at least six years—whether on paper or in digital 

form. This way, if a boundary dispute arises years later or the Board requests documentation, you can 

produce it promptly. If you retire or wind down your practice, arrange secure storage so that clients can 

access their records for six years; tossing old files in the trash or letting them disappear when you close 

up shop could lead to discipline. 
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(6) Signing and Sealing. 
(a) Licensees shall sign, date and seal those 

final drawings, plans, specifications, plats or 

reports that have been prepared or issued by the 

licensee and conform to the Standards of Practice 

for professional surveyors and mappers as outlined 

in Chapter 5J-17, F.A.C. 

5J-17.053(6) Signing and Sealing 
 

Instructor’s Examples for Signing and Sealing. 

When you finish a survey, you sign, date, and seal the final drawing because you personally 

supervised the work. A colleague asks you to sign a boundary survey that she prepared without your 

involvement so she can use it to obtain a mortgage for the property she wants to buy. You have to 

refuse—signing documents that you didn’t prepare or oversee is prohibited. Likewise, if you’re 

unfamiliar with water boundary surveying, you shouldn’t affix your seal to a boundary requiring the 

location of a water boundary; the rules forbid signing off on work outside your competence. And, of 

course, allowing someone else to forge your signature on a survey is misconduct. 

 

These scenarios demonstrate how the professional-matters rule applies in everyday practice and 

underscore the importance of honesty, independence, client confidentiality, respect for colleagues’ 

work, record-keeping, and personal responsibility for the work you stamp. 
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Course Conclusion 

The Florida Standards of Practice set the foundation for how land surveying and mapping are 

performed in this state. They establish expectations for professional responsibility, technical 

competence, and the exercise of sound judgment. While the rules themselves are not lengthy, 

their implications are significant, and compliance depends on more than simply following 

written requirements. 

Throughout this course, you have reviewed Sections 5J-17.051, 5J-17.052, and 5J-17.053 of the 

Florida Administrative Code and considered how these standards apply in practical surveying 

situations. The instructor commentary and examples were provided to help bridge the gap 

between the rule language and real-world practice. They are intended to encourage thoughtful 

reading of the rules and a deeper understanding of the responsibilities they impose. 

One of the key themes of the current Standards of Practice is accountability. Surveyors are 

expected to understand the basis of their work, select appropriate methods, and be prepared to 

explain and defend the results they produce. Compliance is not achieved by rigid formulas or 

checklists, but by informed professional judgment supported by knowledge and experience. 

As you move forward in your practice, remember that the Standards of Practice are not static. 

They must be applied in light of changing technology, evolving methods, and the specific 

circumstances of each project. Staying familiar with the rules and periodically reviewing them is 

an important part of maintaining professional competence and protecting the public trust. 

You may now proceed to the course examination. Take time to carefully consider each question 

and apply what you have learned from the course materials. Successful completion of the exam 

will demonstrate your understanding of Florida’s Standards of Practice and your commitment to 

professional responsibility in land surveying and mapping. 
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Checklist for General Survey Content 

Each item in the list should be reviewed for sa�sfactory compliance with the rules.  The result of the review of each item may be 

“Yes”, “No”, or “N/A” (not applicable).  The review may also make remarks and comments on a$ached pages.  The last column on the 

right provides reference to Florida Administra�ve Code.  (A copy of this completed checklist should be placed in the job file.) 

Item Item Descrip�on Does this item 

apply (Yes, No, 

or NA 

See a$ached page # which 

contains jus�fica�on informa�on 

for the official job file 

Related to rule 

number within 

Chapter 5J FAC 

1 Map shows statement regarding survey accuracy 

 

  17.051(2) 

2 Map shows statement regarding survey methods 

 

  17.051(3)a 

3 Map shows statement regarding purpose of survey 

 

  17.051(3)b 

4 Map shows statement regarding horizontal. datum for survey 

 

  17.051(2)b 

5 Map shows statement regarding horizontal. control for survey 

 

  17.051(2)b 

6 Map shows statement regarding ver�cal. datum for survey 

 

  17.051(2)a 

7 Map shows statement regarding ver�cal. control for survey 

 

  17.051(2)a 

8 Map shows statement regarding assumed ver�cal. datum for survey 

 

  17.051(2)c 

9 Map shows statement regarding assumed horizontal. datum for 

survey 

  17.051(2)c 

10 Field Notes & Computa�ons are dated and contain sufficient data to 

substan�ate the survey. 

 

  17.051(2)d 

11 Map shows survey date 

 

  17.051(3)d 

12 Map shows revision dates 

 

  17.051(3)d 

13 Map shows all contract informa�on, and other applicable 

informa�on (LS#, LB#, Phone#, Corporate Status, Etc.) 

  17.051(3)c 

14 Map has Signature & Seal (with req. note) with copy archived within 

the official job file. 

  17.051(3)e 

 

15 Map shows all needed abbrevia�on 

 

  17.051(3)(f) 

16 Map shows bearing reference 

 

  17.051(3)(g) 

17 Map Shows north arrow 

 

  17.051(3)(h) 

18 Map shows primary responsibility statement 

 

  17.051(3)(i) 

19 The believe of the signing surveyor is that the survey map or report 

with an a$ached map adequately communicate the survey results 

to the  public. 

  17.051(3)(a) 

20 The believe of the signing surveyor is that the survey map or report 

does not express a professional opinion that is factually 

insupportable or that is not based on accepted surveying and 

mapping principles, or that misrepresents data and/or its rela�ve 

significance. 

  17.053(1)(e) 

21 The survey was prepared by or under the responsible charge of the 

signing surveyor. 

  17.053(6)(b) 

22 The believe of the signing surveyor is that he or she has sufficient 

knowledge, educa�on, experience, or familiarity to perform this 

survey. 

  17.053(6)(c) 

23 Documented research of records has been placed in the job file, 

including records of previous survey informa�on used in making the 

survey. 

  17.053(5)(a) 

24 Wri$en no�fica�on regarding lack of insurance has been placed in 

the job file. 

  17.053(5)(a) 

25 The survey has been signed appropriately and conforms to the Standards of 

Prac�ce as outlined in Chapter 5J-17, F.A.C.   
  17.053(6)(a) 
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Additional Checklist for Boundary Surveys 
Each item in the list should be reviewed for sa�sfactory compliance with the rules.  The result of the review of each item may be “Yes”, “No”, or 

“N/A” (not applicable).  The review may also make remarks and comments on a$ached pages.  The last column on the right provides reference to 

Florida Administra�ve Code.  (A copy of this completed checklist should be placed in the job file.) 

Item Item Descrip�on Does this 

item apply 

(Yes, No, or 

NA 

See a$ached page 

containing jus�fica�on 

informa�on for the official 

job file 

Related to rule 

number within 

Chapter 5J FAC. 

1 Statement regarding record boundary, what it means, and the record 

source used in making the boundary survey. 

  17.052(1)(a)1 

2 Survey addresses appropriate records research as evidenced through 

survey documenta�on. 

  17.052(1)(a)2 

3 Survey addresses explana�on of principles used concerning original surveys 

or Resurveys through survey documenta�on. 

  17.052(1)(a)1 

4 Survey addresses explana�on of ambigui�es encountered and use of 

extrinsic evidence in boundary determina�on through survey 

documenta�on. 

  17.052(1)(a)2 

17.052(1)(a)3 

5 Map shows measurement discrepancies compared to legal descrip�on with 

explana�ons. 

  17.052(1)(a)3 

6 Map labels adjoining proper�es (recording informa�on)   17.052(1)(f) 

7 Map labeled “Boundary Survey”   17.052(1)(c) 

8 Survey addresses measurement limita�ons through survey documenta�on.   17.051(3)(a) 

9 Monuments (found or set ) described well on survey map   17.052(2)(c) 

10 Survey addresses explana�on of boundary loca�on principles as applied to 

each boundary line and corner through survey documenta�on. 

  17.052(1)(a)3 

17.052(1)(b) 

11 Map shows each metes & bounds descrip�on course   17.052(1)(g) 

12 Map shows any discrepancies between the map and real property 

descrip�on. 

  17.052(1)(d) 

13 Survey addresses and locates adequately occupa�on along boundary lines 

and addresses boundary implica�ons through survey documenta�on. 

  17.052(1)(a)3 

14 Survey addresses and locates adequately physical and apparent use of the 

property through survey documenta�on. 

  17.052(3)(c) 

15 Survey addresses underground founda�on elements near the boundary.   17.052(3)(d) 

16 Survey addresses water boundary issues through survey documenta�on.   17.052(1)(i) 

17.052(2)(d) 

17 Survey addresses irregular boundaries with proper meander lines or survey 

closure line. 

  17.052(2)(d) 

18 Survey addresses substan�a�on of side-�ed survey monument in field 

notes and computa�onal records. 

  17.052(2)(f) 

19 Survey addresses boundary inconsistencies (overlaps & gaps)   17.052(3)(a)1 

20 Survey addresses boundary inconsistencies (Excess or deficiency)   17.052(3)(a)2 

21 Survey addresses boundary inconsistencies (Conflic�ng boundary lines or 

monuments) 

  17.052(3)(a)3 

22 Survey addresses boundary inconsistencies (Doubt as to the loca�on on the 

ground of survey lines or property rights ) 

  17.052(3)(a)4 

23 Survey addresses boundary inconsistencies (other boundary inconsistencies 

found ) 

  17.052(3)(a) 

24 Map shows boundary evidence (walls, fences, etc) with offsets along the 

boundary line, (pictures are good also). 

  17.052(3)(b) 

25 Survey addresses open & notorious evidence of easements& rights-of-way   17.052(4)(b) 

26 Map shows pla$ed R/Ws   17.052(4)(a) 

27 Map shows pla$ed easements   17.052(4)(b) 

28 Records research addresses conflic�ng abuGng proper�es and access 

problems for the subject property  

  17.052(1)(a)2.c 

29 Survey addresses closed streets and R/Ws   17.052(4)(c) 

30 Survey addresses easement documenta�on supplied by the client or others   17.052(4)(d) 

31 Survey addresses human cemeteries   17.052(4)(e) 

32 Map shows fixed improvements or makes note on the survey regarding the 

improvement existence or non-existence. 

  17.052(5)(a) 

 

33 Boundary corners have been monumented with acceptable markers   5J-17.052(2)(a 

34 Irregular boundary lines are shown appropriately   17.052(1)(e) 
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About the Course Exam and Answer Sheet 
 
Land Pro Seminars Correspondence Courses — Built to Teach, Not Just 
Test. 
At Land Pro Seminars, continuing education is more than earning credits—it’s about 
strengthening your understanding and improving your practice. Our correspondence 
courses are designed for working professionals who want clear instruction, practical 
takeaways, and a straightforward path to completion. 
 
Learning Support That Reinforces Mastery 
We are committed to instruction as well as awarding continuing education credit. When 
you submit an exam (or any retake) for grading, you receive: 

• Your percentage score, based on the number of correct answers divided by the 
total questions, and 

• The correct answers for any questions missed, so you can review the course 
material, correct misunderstandings, and strengthen your knowledge before moving 
forward. 

More Exam Questions—By Design 
Land Pro Seminars uses more exam questions than typically found in many continuing 
education courses. The additional questions are intentional: they help reinforce the 
learning process, improve retention, and ensure you can apply the material with 
confidence. The exam is included in the course “time to complete”, so the assessment 
is treated as part of the instruction—not an extra step added on afterward. 
 
Retakes That Support Learning (With 
New Exam Versions) 
If a passing score is not achieved (less than 
70%), retakes are available only for the purpose 
of obtaining a passing grade. To support 
learning and maintain exam integrity, each 
retake uses a different version of the exam, 
with a new set of questions issued for every 
retake attempt.  Land Pro Seminars believes you 
should finish the course knowing more than when 
you started—and our feedback, question design, 
and retake structure are built to make that 
happen. 
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Land Pro Seminars  Official Answer 

Sheet 
 

This is information about the exam answer 
sheet and step-by-step guidance on how to 
complete your correspondence course and 
submit your exam for grading. 
 

1. Getting Started 
• Download  Official Answer  Sheet. Visit 

Land Pro Seminars' online store at 
https://landproseminars.myshopify.com/ to 
download the answer  sheet.  The course 
materials and exam questions are free  and 
can be downloaded  at 
LandProSeminars.com.  (Suggestion - 
download course materials for free, 
determine your answers for the exam 
then download official answer sheet and  
transcribe your answers for submittal.) 

• Pay the grading fee before downloading the answer sheet. The grading service fee 
is required to download the official answer sheet. This fee covers the cost of grading 
your exam. Do not submit an answer sheet without Proper Order Number. 

• Observe the 14-day grading period. The grading service is valid for 14 calendar 
days from the date of purchase. You must submit your completed answer sheet 
within this timeframe. If you do not submit your answer sheet within 14 days, you 
will receive a refund minus a 25 % processing fee (see the refund policy below). 

 

2. Completing  the Answer Sheet 
• Use the official answer sheet only. Record your responses on the official answer 

sheet provided. Keep a copy of your completed answer sheet for your records. 
• Fill out the form:  You can print the PDF, fill it out using a black or dark blue pen, 

scan the completed form to create a PDF, and email the scanned file. Make sure all 
information  is legible. 

 

3. Submitting Your Exam 
 

• Email your completed answer sheet. Send only the completed answer sheet (not 
the study materials or exam questions) to dmelvin@landproseminars.com. 

• Observe the 14-day deadline. Your answer sheet must be submitted within 14 
calendar  days after payment of the grading fee. Retain the email confirmation for 
your records. 
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4. Grading and Resubmittals 
• Passing score requirement. The Florida Board of Professional Surveyors and 

Mappers requires a minimum score of 70 % to complete the course. Other States 
may have different requirements. 

• Con. Ed Credit for Florida Surveyors, after passing exam, will be submitted 
electronically to the State, per State rule. 

• Certificate of Completion will be issued by email attachment to Florida Surveyors 
making a passing grade, per Florida Surveyor rule.  Florida Engineers  & Non-Florida 
Surveyors should call to make arrangements for certificate  content and format. 

• Retaking the exam. If you do not achieve a passing score, you may retake another 
exam. Retake questions and grading service  incur a flat fee of $10, payable through 
the on line store. The 14-day grading period applies to each retake. 

 

5. Refund Policy 
 

• Non-submission refund. If your answer sheet is not submitted within 1 4 days of 
purchase, Land Pro Seminars will refund the grading fee to the original payment 
method. A 25 o/o processing fee will be deducted from the refund. 

• Retake refunds.   The same 14-day limit applies to retake grading fee and same 
refund policy. 

 

Return answer sheet by email for grading to 

dmelvin@landproseminars.com 
 
 

 

EXAM QUESTIONS 

(50 MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS) 

SEE REMAINING PAGES 
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COURSE NUMBER 11251 – EXAMINATION 
 

(50 Multiple-Choice Questions) 

Please place answers on OFFICIAL ANSWER SHEET 

 

Notice to Examinees 
All questions in this examination are based exclusively on this course. It is your 

responsibility to familiarize yourself with the content, requirements and standards contained 

in this course before taking this exam. No material outside this course is needed to 

answer the questions correctly. 

 

Questions: 
 

1. Assumed elevation datum – Elevation data may be obtained on an assumed datum rather 

than a published datum. Under what condition is this permitted? 

A. Only when the assumed datum is identical to the published datum 

B. When the base elevation of the assumed datum is clearly noted and obviously 

different from a publicly published datum 

C. When the survey covers less than two acres 

D. Never – assumed datums are prohibited 

2. Horizontal accuracy – For maps expressing or displaying features on the ground, which of 

the following best summarizes the requirements for horizontal accuracy? 

A. Only the map scale must be shown 

B. The datum and a detailed description of the control used must be stated, and 

documentation describing horizontal accuracy and methodology must be provided 

C. Horizontal accuracy requirements apply only to topographic surveys 

D. No documentation is required if the surveyor signs and seals the map 

3. Assumed datum control – If survey data are collected on an assumed horizontal datum, 

what must the surveyor do to allow the survey to be reproduced and verified? 

A. Provide copies of all field notes to the local property appraiser 

B. Establish and communicate adequate control points in the surveying and 

mapping product 

C. Submit the assumed datum to the Board of Professional Surveyors for 

approval 

D. Include a disclaimer stating that reproduction is impossible 
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4. Measurement and computation records – Which statement accurately describes the 

requirements for measurement and computation records used in preparing a survey? 

A. Records must be kept for at least one year but need not include acquisition 

dates 

B. Records must be dated as of the date of acquisition and contain sufficient 

data to substantiate the surveying and mapping products 

C. Only electronic records are acceptable 

D. Records need only list the final coordinates and elevation values 

5. Communicating survey results – To “adequately communicate” survey results to the 

public, what must the licensee provide? 

A. Only a signed letter summarizing the findings 

B. A verbal explanation given at the client’s request 

C. A map or report with an attached map that conveys the survey results 

D. A sworn affidavit filed with the county clerk 

6. Identification of responsible parties – What information must be shown on every survey 

map and report regarding the business entity and the surveyor in responsible charge? 

A. Only the business entity’s logo and telephone number 

B. The business entity’s name, certificate of authorization number and street 

and mailing address, along with the name and license number of the surveyor 

in responsible charge 

C. The surveyor’s driver’s licence number and social security number 

D. No identifying information is required 

7. Survey and revision dates – What must be shown on a survey map when the graphics of 

the map are revised but the survey date itself remains unchanged? 

A. Only the new date of signature 

B. The map must list the dates for all revisions 

C. A statement that revisions were made but without dates 

D. Revisions need not be noted if the surveyor made them 

8. Validity of copies – Except for maps with an electronic signature and seal, the survey map 

and report and their copies must contain which statement? 

A. That they are valid even without a seal 

B. That they are not valid without the original signature and seal of a Florida 

licensed surveyor and mapper 

C. That copies are valid only if notarized 

D. That the surveyor prepared them without any fee 

 

 

 

LPS-052

LPS-052



9. North arrow and scale – Which of the following elements must be prominently shown on 

every survey map? 

A. A north arrow and either a stated scale or a graphic scale 

B. A photograph of the property 

C. The average daily traffic count for the nearest road 

D. A diagram showing property taxation districts 

10. Conforming to record boundaries – For every parcel of land whose boundaries are 

surveyed, what does the standard require? 

A. The surveyed boundaries must match the client’s requested boundaries 

even if they differ from the record 

B. The boundaries must be made to conform with the record boundaries, 

considering whether the survey is original or a resurvey 

C. The surveyor may adjust the boundaries to resolve potential future disputes 

D. No reference to record boundaries is necessary 

11. Record research – Prior to performing a boundary survey, the surveyor must research 

existing records. What is the purpose of this research? 

A. To identify the landowners’ tax liabilities 

B. To identify the location of the record boundaries and any conflicting record 

or ownership boundary locations that affect the property or access 

C. To verify the zoning classification of the property 

D. To prepare a title insurance policy 

12. Title search requirements – Does the record-research requirement obligate the surveyor to 

perform a title search? 

A. Yes, a full title search is always required 

B. No, the standard expressly states that no title search is required 

C. Only if the property is within a recorded subdivision 

D. Only when the client requests it 

13. Field survey duties – When conducting a boundary survey, the surveyor must coordinate 

field information with record research. What must be done in the field? 

A. Locate monuments and evidence of occupation appropriate or necessary to 

the boundary analysis 

B. Interview all abutting landowners 

C. Take soil samples at the property corners 

D. Install new monuments before analysis 

 

 

 

 

LPS-053

LPS-053



14. Boundary survey map – What is required regarding the creation of a map for every 

boundary survey? 

A. A map is optional if the surveyor provides a legal description 

B. The surveyor must provide a hardcopy and/or digital map and state on the 

map that it is a “Boundary Survey” 

C. Only digital maps are acceptable 

D. The client must prepare the map 

15. Showing discrepancies – If there are discrepancies between the survey map and the real 

property description, what must the surveyor do? 

A. Adjust the boundaries to eliminate the discrepancies 

B. Show the discrepancies on the survey map 

C. Omit the discrepancies from the map to avoid confusion 

D. Only report discrepancies to the client orally 

16. Describing irregular boundaries – For portions of the property bounded by an irregular 

line (such as a creek or winding road), how must the boundaries be described on the survey? 

A. By giving one straight-line measurement for the entire irregular segment 

B. By showing distances and directions to the irregular boundary with as much 

certainty as can be determined or as “more or less” if variable 

C. By simply stating “irregular boundary” with no dimensions 

D. By measuring only the straight parts of the boundary 

17. Recorded subdivision lots – When a survey covers all or part of a lot that is part of a 

recorded subdivision, what must be shown on the survey? 

A. Only the lot being surveyed 

B. The lot(s) and block numbers or other designations, including those of 

adjoining lots 

C. A list of all homeowners in the subdivision 

D. Only the subdivision name 

18. Significant differences and boundary decisions – When the results of a survey differ 

significantly from the record or a fundamental decision in the boundary resolution is not 

reflected on the plat or map, what must the surveyor do? 

A. Omit the difference and let the client notify others 

B. Explain this information with notes on the face of the plat or map 

C. Include the information in a separate cover letter but not on the map 

D. File a report with the Department only if the client requests 
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19. Water-boundary surveys – When surveying parcels with water boundaries, what must be 

shown on the map? 

A. Only a general note stating “waterfront property” 

B. The feature located (top of bank, edge of water, mean high water line and 

ordinary high water line) and the method used to locate the water boundary; 

approximate positions are acceptable if depicted and explained 

C. The current water quality report 

D. No special information is required 

20. Monument specifications – Which of the following correctly lists minimum specifications 

for boundary monuments required by the standards? 

A. Composed of durable material, minimum length 18 inches, and minimum 

cross-sectional area of 0.20 square inches 

B. Made of wood, at least 6 inches long 

C. Any material may be used as long as it is visible 

D. At least 1 inch square in cross-section and 12 inches long 

21. Monument identification – Each boundary monument set must be identified with a 

durable marker or cap bearing which of the following? 

A. The surveyor’s driver’s licence number 

B. Either the Florida license number of the surveyor and mapper in 

responsible charge, the certificate of authorization number of the business 

entity, or the name of the business entity 

C. The property owner’s name 

D. The date of the survey only 

22. Detectability and alternate monumentation – Which statement about the detectability of 

boundary monuments and monumentation in hard surfaces is correct? 

A. Monuments need not be detectable as long as they are marked on the map 

B. Monuments must be detectable with conventional instruments for finding 

ferrous or magnetic objects; if a corner falls in asphalt or concrete, an alternate 

monument that is durable and identifiable may be used 

C. Alternate monumentation is never allowed under the standards 

D. Wooden stakes may be used as alternate monumentation 

23. Offset monuments – When conditions require setting a monument on an offset from the 

true corner, what location should the surveyor choose? 

A. Wherever it is most convenient for the survey crew 

B. Whenever possible, a location on the boundary line so the monument lies 

on that line 

C. In the center of the nearest road 

D. Offsets are not permitted under the standards 
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24. Describing monuments on the map – What information must be included on the survey 

map regarding monuments that are found or placed? 

A. Only a symbol indicating their approximate location 

B. A corner description stating the size, material and cap identification of each 

monument and whether it was found or set; offset monuments must also 

include the offset distance to the true corner 

C. The surveyor’s initials 

D. A photograph of each monument 

25. Irregular boundaries and meander lines – For irregular boundaries such as a water body or 

maintained right-of-way, how must the surveyor represent the boundary? 

A. By drawing straight lines between endpoints 

B. By using a dimensioned meander or survey closure line, with monuments 

set at the line’s terminus points on the real property boundary lines 

C. By omitting monumentation completely 

D. By measuring only the upland portion of the boundary 

26. Updating surveys for non-completed improvements – When a boundary survey updates a 

previous survey made by the same surveyor or business entity for the purpose of locating 

non-completed new improvements, what must be done with the property corners? 

A. They must always be reset 

B. They need not be reset 

C. Only the corners on the north boundary must be reset 

D. The corners should be moved to accommodate the improvements 

27. Monuments and side ties – Which statement about side ties used to locate or set 

monuments is correct? 

A. A single measurement is sufficient 

B. Side ties must be substantiated by multiple measurements 

C. Side ties are optional 

D. Side ties are only required when using magnetic nails 

28. Acting as a faithful agent – Under the “fair dealing” provision, how must licensees act 

toward their clients? 

A. As sales representatives for the surveyor’s firm 

B. As faithful agents of their clients in all professional matters 

C. As neutral third parties 

D. As advocates for the government 
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29. Truthfulness and misrepresentation – Licensees must not be untruthful, deceptive, or 

misleading in any professional report or testimony. Which of the following would render a 

report false, fraudulent, deceptive or misleading? 

A. It contains a material misrepresentation of fact 

B. It omits a material fact necessary for a complete and accurate understanding 

C. It is intended or likely to create an unjustified expectation 

D. All of the above 

30. Examples of false statements – Which of the following statements by a licensee is not an 

example of a false, fraudulent, deceptive or misleading statement under the standards? 

A. “I am a certified specialist in hydrographic surveying,” when the licensee 

has no such credential 

B. “I have twenty years of experience in surveying,” when the licensee has 

only ten 

C. “My involvement in this project will be greater than it is intended to be.” 

D. “My billing rate is higher than that of many local surveyors.” 

31. Misrepresentation of qualifications – Which of the following is prohibited under the 

fair-dealing rules regarding professional qualifications? 

A. Stating the name of one’s alma mater 

B. Claiming one’s education or experience is greater than it actually is 

C. Listing membership in a professional society 

D. Providing a résumé on request 

32. Statements about competitors – Under the standards, what must licensees avoid when 

referring to other surveyors or competitors? 

A. Any representation or statement the licensee knows or should know is false 

and is intended to injure the competitor’s reputation or business 

B. Complimenting another surveyor’s work 

C. Declining to comment on competitors’ work 

D. Participating in professional reviews 

33. Professional opinions – When may a licensee express a professional opinion? 

A. At any time, whether or not it is supported by facts 

B. Only when it is based on accepted surveying and mapping principles and is 

factually supportable 

C. Only when asked by a government agency 

D. Only if another surveyor agrees 
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34. Qualifications-based selection statutes – What must licensees not do with respect to state 

or federal statutes requiring qualifications-based selection of professional surveying and 

mapping services? 

A. Aid or abet others in violating such statutes 

B. Participate in or respond to selection processes they know are in violation 

C. Respond to or solicit requests that they know violate such statutes 

D. All of the above 

35. Unlawful use of data – Which statement reflects the rule on unlawful use of a licensee’s 

data, reports or maps? 

A. Once a client pays, they may use the data for any purpose 

B. Licensees shall not knowingly permit their data, reports, maps or other 

professional documents to be used for unlawful purposes 

C. Data become public record immediately upon creation 

D. Data may be used unlawfully if disclosed orally 

36. Use of surveying status to commit crimes – Which of the following is prohibited under 

the standards? 

A. Using professional surveying status to obtain access to private property for 

a lawful survey 

B. Using surveying and mapping expertise or professional status to commit a 

crime 

C. Using surveying skills to educate students 

D. Using a surveyor’s seal on final maps 

37. Unlawful associations – The rules prohibit licensees from knowingly associating with or 

permitting the use of their names in a business venture with whom? 

A. Any person or business entity engaged in lawful competition 

B. Any person or business entity engaged in unlawful, fraudulent or dishonest 

business or professional practices 

C. Any out-of-state surveyor 

D. Any marketing agency 

38. Disclosing conflicts – When professional conflicts of interest cannot be avoided, what 

must licensees do? 

A. Withdraw from the project immediately 

B. Disclose to employers and clients all known or potential conflicts of 

interest and other circumstances that could influence their professional 

judgment 

C. Continue working without saying anything 

D. Report the conflict only to the Board 
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39. Examples of conflicts of interest – Which of the following situations is an example of a 

professional conflict of interest under the rules? 

A. A surveyor uses a new GPS receiver for the first time 

B. A government employee surveys a project over which they have approval 

authority as a government employee 

C. A surveyor attends a continuing-education seminar 

D. A surveyor hires an assistant who is also a licensed surveyor 

40. Employment agency exception – The rule on bribes and gifts provides one specific 

exception. What is it? 

A. A licensee may pay a fee to a licensed employment agency for securing 

salaried employment as a surveyor and mapper 

B. A licensee may accept gift cards from contractors 

C. A licensee may trade services for advertising 

D. A licensee may accept contingent fees for completed surveys 

41. Confidentiality – general rule – Absent a specific exception, what is the licensee’s duty 

regarding client confidences and private information? 

A. Safeguard and preserve them, exercising reasonable care to prevent 

unauthorized disclosure or use 

B. Disclose them if asked by another licensee 

C. Publish them in professional journals 

D. Sell them as part of public records 

42. Confidentiality exceptions – Which of the following is not a listed exception allowing a 

licensee to disclose client confidences? 

A. Disclosure is necessary to perform the services for which the client has 

engaged the licensee 

B. Disclosure is necessary to establish legal proof of the licensee’s relationship 

with the client in a court action to recover fees 

C. Disclosure is necessary because a fellow surveyor has requested to review 

the work 

D. Disclosure is necessary to prevent harm to the public when there is 

potential danger to safety and well-being 

43. Consent to disclosure – When may a licensee disclose confidential client information with 

the client’s consent? 

A. Only if the consent is obtained after full disclosure to the client or employer 

B. Only if the consent is verbal 

C. Only if the project is completed 

D. Never – client consent is insufficient 
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44. Disclosures required by law – The confidentiality rules permit disclosure when required 

by law or a court order. What is another circumstance in which disclosure is explicitly 

allowed? 

A. When disclosure is necessary to defend the licensee or the licensee’s 

employees or associates in a legal action alleging wrongful conduct 

B. When a member of the public calls for information 

C. When a competitor requests the survey data 

D. When the licensee wants to share interesting facts on social media 

45. Board and illegal conduct disclosures – When may a licensee disclose confidential 

information to the Board or others without violating the confidentiality rule? 

A. When making disclosures regarding other licensees or unlicensed 

individuals who may have violated laws or rules relating to the practice of 

surveying and mapping 

B. When the disclosures relate to illegal conduct 

C. Both of the above 

D. Only when the client specifically requests 

46. Reusing another licensee’s product – A successor surveyor wishes to adopt or reuse work 

performed by another licensee. Under the standards codified in 5J-17.053 (4)(a)1-3, which 

of the following circumstances does not permit reuse? 

A. The successor has written consent of the original licensee 

B. The successor clearly attributes the graphics or data to the licensee that was 

in responsible charge of producing them 

C. The original licensee’s field notes, supporting documents and final products 

are rightfully in the possession of the successor licensee 

D. The original licensee objects to the reuse and no other circumstance applies 

47. Retention of records – For each survey produced, what is the minimum period a licensee 

(who owns the work product) must maintain a copy of the signed and sealed drawings, 

plans, specifications, plats and reports, along with related calculations and field notes? 

A. One year 

B. Three years 

C. Six years from the date of creation 

D. Indefinitely 

48. Format and accessibility of records – How may required records be kept, and what must 

licensees be prepared to do with those records? 

A. Only in hard copy; they need not be provided to the Department 

B. In hard copy or electronic/digital form, and they must be provided to the 

Department and Board upon request 

C. Only in electronic form with no backup 

D. Records may be destroyed after three years if electronically scanned 
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49. Discontinuance of practice – Upon discontinuing the practice of surveying and mapping, 

what must a licensee ensure? 

A. That all files and file materials are destroyed 

B. That all files and file materials are stored safely and are reasonably 

accessible to clients for a period of six years 

C. That only digital copies are retained 

D. That the Board collects all records 

50. Signing, dating and sealing – A licensee must sign, date and seal final drawings, plans, 

specifications, plats or reports. Under what condition is this required? 

A. Only when another licensee has prepared the work 

B. Only when the surveyor has paid the required fee 

C. When the licensee has prepared or issued the work and it conforms to the 

Standards of Practice 

D. Only if the client asks for it 

 

END OF COURSE EXAMINATION 
Official Answer Sheet is available for purchase as a PDF file download at 

https://landproseminars.myshopify.com/ 

 

PLEASE SUBMIT ANSWER SHEET BY EMAIL ATTACHMENT TO 

DMELVIN@LANDPROSEMINARS.COM 

 

Confirmation of your email receipt by Land Pro Seminars will be made by email 

within 48 hours. 

If you do not receive confirmation, please call 888-537-0006. 
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